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THE PREFACE. 



.M.ANY of my readers, to whom 
Baron Swedenborg and his religion are but 
little known, will perhaps wonder what it 
was that drew my attention to them. It 
was the forming of a church, and the build- 
ing of a very elegant place of worfhip, for 
perfons of this perfuaiion at Birmingham, 
and my acquidntance with the minifters and 
leading members of the church. To a chrif- 
tian every thing relating to chriftianity will 
be more or lefs interefting ; and fo ftriking 
a variety in the modes of chriftian faith and 
praftice as this, together with the evident 
good fenfe, and good conduft, of all that I 
was acquainted with of this perfuafion, drew 
my attention in a particular manner. 

A 2 They 
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They were fo obliging as to fupply me 
with as many of the writings of Mr. Sweden- 
borg as I wiftied to fee. I read them with 
care, and the confequence was thefe Letters^ 
addreffed to the members of the New Jeru- 
falem Churchy as they call themfelves. Liv- 
ing in friendfliip with them, I had made an 
appointment to read the Letters in manu- 
fcript to the niinifter, and the heads of the 
fociety, on Friday the 1 5th of July. But the 
night before this, the zealots of the church 
of England, when I had no fufpicion of any 
outrage of the kind, demoliftied my houfe^ 
library, apparatus, and every thing that they i 

could, lay hold of belonging to me, and 
would, I now believe, have deftroyed myfelf 
if they had got me in their power. 

The fair copy of thefe Letters, which . 

was to have been delivered to the printer on 
the Monday following, was deftroyed, toge- 
ther with my other manufcripts. But I 
happened to have taken a copy of them in 
their firft and more imperfedl ftate, by 
Meffrs, Boulton and Watt's machine, and 
that copy was in the hapds of a friend. 

Being 

\ 
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PREFACE. V 

Being in London prefently after this* 
and having nothing elfe to do, having no 
laboratory to work in, and incapable of be- 
ing wholly idle ; befides writing An Appeal 
to the Public on the SubjeSi of the Riots in Bir^ 
mingham, which will appear in due time, I 
employed myfelf in tranfcribing thefe Let^ 
ters, and recompofing, as well as I could, the 
parts of which I had no copy ; Mr. Hind- 
marfli, the printer of Baron Swedenborg's 
writings, obligingly fupplying me with 
books for that purpofe. I had defired my 
friends in Birminghamt, who coUefted the 
remains of my Library, to fend me every 
book they could find relating to the Sweden- 
borgians. But of a great number of volumes, 
nothing of any confequence was found, ex- 
cept what was torn in a fhocking manner, 
fo that no ufe could be made of them. Such 
has been the triumph of bigotry and party 
fpirit. 

I cannot help obferving on this occa- 
fion, as on a thoufand others, how much 
the leaft caufe of refentment tends to ftifle 
every emotion of fympathy and compaffion. 

A3 . Had 
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Had any'^perfon whatever fpent d great 
part of his life in the merely innocent em- 
ployment of coUefting medals, watching with 
the utmoft anxiety every opportunity of com- n 

pleting his fuite 5 had another given the fame 
time to a coUeftion of fhells, foffils, prints, 
or books of any particular clafs, without 
any farther view than that of amufing him- 
felf and his friends; and any of his neigh- ^ 

hours, who knew in what manner, and how , 
long, he had been employed, have come and 
deftroyed the labours of his life in an hour, 
there are few perfons, I believe, who would 
not have felt for the injury. For every i 

man's labours are of value to himfelf j and 
every man has a natural right to enjoy the 
fruit of his labours, provided they do not 
^interfere with the enjoyments of others. 
An injury of this kind would be confidered ^ 

as an injury done to fociety itfelf, which 
engages for the prote6lion of every indivi- 
dual in the quiet enjoyment of his innocent 
gratifications and purfuits, whatever they 
be. Every perfon would make the cafe his 
own, and have confidered what he himfelf 
would have felt, not after having fpent his 

life 
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life in the fame purfuits, becaufe for them 
he might have had no particular tafte, but 
in any purfuit equally pleafing to him, and 
would have refented the injury with the 
greateft fenfibility. 

Had this perfon's purfuits been of ac- 
knowledged utility to the public, and in 
the eye of the world done credit to his 
country, and to his agej had they been the 
labours of a Boyle, a Newton, or a Franklin, 
or thofe of a Pope, an Addifon, or a Locke, 
that had been thus wantonly and malici- 
oufly deftroyed, all the world in a manner, 
and his country in particular, would have 
taken fire at the injury, and have thought 
no punifhment too great for it. 

But let politicSy or religion^ be concerned ; 
let the curious coUeftor, the naturalift, the 
poet, or the philofopher, be fufpefted to be 
of an unpopular party in either^ and the 
very circumftance that would have filled 
his countrymen with compaffion for him, 
and with rage againft his plunderers, would 
make many rejoice in the mifchief ; and 

A 4 with- 
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without the leaft regard to the innocence, 
or public merit, of his purfuits, they would 
receive a gratification from the idea of their 
hereby haying it in their power to give 
him and his friends the more fenfible pain. 
Nay, provided they conceived that any ad- 
vantage would accrue from it to their party, 
they would take a favage pleafure in de* 
ftroying him, and his labours together. 

Such has been the fcene exhibited at 
Birmingham, and I wifh it may prove an 
inftruftive lelTon to mankind. I do not fay 
what I have been, or what I have done. 
But had I been a Boyle, a Newton, or a 
Franklin, or had I had ten times the merit 
of each, or of all of them, I am confident, 
from what I have heard and obferved, that 
this circumftance would only have been 
an excitement to my enemies to the mif- 
chief they have done me. The higher I 
had flood in the good opinion of my 
• friends, or of the public, the greater plea- 
fure would they have taken in pulling me 
down. 

This 
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This has, moreover, been done by per- 
fons who do not want private virtue, by 
perfons of honour, juftice, and feeling in 
common life; and who, if I had not been 
obnoxious to them on account of my opi^ 
nions^ would have relieved me in diftrefs, 
and have done me any kindnefs in their 
power 5 nay who, if they had had any know- 
ledge of literature or fcience, might per- 
haps have been proud of having me for a 
townfman and acquaintance, and have ta* 
ktn a pleafure in fhewing ftrangers the place 
where I lived. 

Had I been a clergyman of the church 
of England, of little or no reputation, and 
the injury been done by Diflenters, no pu- 
nifhment would have been thought fuffi- 
cient for the perpetrators of fo much wick- 
ednefs, and, in the eyes of the nation, the 
whole feft would ^have been thought de* 
ferving of extirpation. Like the death of 
Charles I. the guilt of it would have been 
entailed upon our lateft pofterity. 

I was 
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I was forcibly ftruck with this idea on 
feeing a moft ingenious imitation of plants 
in paper, cut and painted fo like to nature, 
that, at a very fmall diftance, no eye could 
have perceived the difference ^ and by this 
means they were capable of being prcferved 
from the attacks of infers, fo as to be greatly 
preferable to any hortusjiccus. It appeared 
to me that weeks, and in fome cafes months, 
muft have been employed on fome fmgle 
plants, fo exquifitely were they finifhed. 

What would this ingenious and deferving 
young lady have felt, how would her family 
and friends, how would all botanifts, though 
they {hould only have heard of thg inge- 
nious contrivance, and the labour and time 
fhe had fpent upon her plants ; nay, how 
would the country in general Have been 
filled with indignation, had any envious fe- 
male neighbour come by force, or ftealth, 
and thrown all her flowers into the fire, and 
thus deftroyed all the fruits of her ingenuity, 
and patient working for years, in a fingle 
moment. And yet all this, excellent as it 

was. 
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was, might with certainty have been done 
again, and perhaps in an improved manner. 
If this particular lady had not had time, or 
inclination, to do the fame work over again^ 
flie might have inftrufted others, and pre- 
cautions might have been taken 1:o prevent 
fuch a misfortune again. 

But the havoc that was made in almoft 
as fhort a fpace of time in my library and 
laboratory, neither myfelf or any body elle 
can repair; and yet thoufands, and ten 
thoufands, I have no doubt, are fo far from 
feeling any fympathy with me, or my 
friends, on the occafion, that they rejoice in 
it, and would rejoice the more in proportion 
as the irreparable mifchief had been greater. 

If the fame malicious female fhould not 
only have thrown this lady's flowers into the 
fire, but ranfacked her apartments, and, get- 
ting pofleffion of all her private letters, have 
amufed herfelf with reading them, and pub- 
liftied them in all the neighbourhood, in 
order to do her all the injury in her power, 
would not the crime be thought worthy of 

the 
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the fevereft punifliment, as a violent breach 
of all the bonds of fociety ? And yet in my 
cafe, this very outrage has been committed 
without any fenfe of guilt in the perpetra- 
tors, or the by-ftanders of the fame party. 
Such is the baneful influence of party fpirit* 



To return to the proper fubjeft of this 
Preface, for my departure from which, my 
peculiar circumftances muft be my apology. 
To many perfons it will appear not a little 
extraordinary, that a fcheme of religion fo 
vifionary, and fo deftitute .of all rational 
evidence^ as that of Baron Swedenborg, 
ihould be fo firmly believed by fuch num- 
bers -of perfons of unqueflionable good fenfe, 
and the moft upright intentions ; and fome 
may be difpofed to fay that chriftianity itfelf 
might have had no better an origin. 

There is nothing, however, fo impro- 
bable in itfelf, but what perfons of a certain 
turn of mind, may not be pre-difpofed to 
believe. And they who already believe the 

infpiratipn 
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infpiration of fome perfons, will ^afily ad- 
mit that of others, who, in their idea, carry, 
on the fame fcheme, or one fimilar to it. • 
Thus the miracles of the popifh faints were 
received without much difficulty, after thofe 
of the apoftles and primitive chriflians. 

Any perfon of reputable charafter, and 
not apparently infane, gravely and repeatedly 
aflerting his infpiration, and his intercourfe 
with God or angels, and advancing nothing 
contrary, or fuppofed to be contrary, to what 
other acknowledged prophets had advanced 
before him; will be believed by fome; and the 
credit of thefe may in time be the means of 
procuring him credit with others. And thus 
it appears to me, that credit was acquired 
to the pretentions of Mahomet, and has been 
to thofe of Baron Swedenborg ; while the 
military exploits of the former, who appeal- 
ed to God on all occafions, and admitted the 
infpiration of Mofes and of Chrift, would 
lead numbers to conclude that God was 
really with him, and confequently that his 
pretentions were well-founded. Alfo, in 
the fhockingly corrupted ftate of chrifti- 

anity 
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anity in the feventh century, Mahometanifm 
would appear a more rational religion than 



It. 



But when there is no Sppeal to faSisy 
which any perfon may examine, fuch as 
miracles, obvious to the fenfes, men of lefs 
imagination, and more judgment, will hefi- 
tate, and converts will be made very flowly. 
This was the cafe at firft with Mahomet, 
and much more fo with Swedenborg, whofe 
infpiration, as he pretended, commenced in 
the year 1743, and who died in 1772. 

I own that I rather wonder at the 
ftrength of faith in Baron Swedenborg's 
followers, when I find that they do not pre- 
tend that any other perfon has had fimilar 
communications with God and the invifible 
world, in confirmation of his. We read 
that in the mouth of two or three ivitnejes 
fhall every word be eftabliftied. But with 
thefe perfons one witnefs is deemed fufficient, 
and this in a bufinefe of infinitely more 
moment than thofe in which at leaft two 
were required. Prophets, and workers of 

miraclesi 
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miracles, in confirmation of the Jewifli and 
Chriftian difpenfations, were exceedingly- 
numerous. 

One of the oldeft things that I diftinftly 
remember (for I was then only ten or twelve 
years of age) was a Quaker going about the 
country, and giving an account of a trance 
he was thrown into, in which he had a fight 
of heaven and hell. I do not remember much 
of the vifion at prefent, though it made a 
great impreflion on my mind at the time j 
but it was intirely unlike any of the me- 
morable RELATIONS* of Baron Sweden- 
borg. The Quaker, however, was as ferious 
and as good a man as the Baron could be^ 
and as incapable of fraud. 

Now, here is vifion agaihft vifion, or ra- 
ther dream againfl: dream, and which of thefe 
are we to believe ? I ferioufly believed the 
Quaker at the time, and fo did many others. 
But he is now forgotten. There was a 

* By this term Baron Swebenborg diftinguifhes his 
accounts of the intercourfes he had with fpirits, &c. in the 
fpiritual world, in all his writbgs. 

want 
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want of concurrent evidence^ the confideration 
of which will in time affed the credibility of 
any fingre teftimpny, in things of much 
confequence, Reafoning requires no fup- 
port from teftimony, but, with perfons of 
refle£tion, fa£ls always do. 

Baron Swedenborg, whofe fyftem of re- 
ligion is difcufled in thefe Letters^ was the 
fon of a bi(hop of Weft Gothia, in Sweden^ 
and was born in 1689. He had a liberal 
education, and by Charles XII. was made 
^fleflbr of the metallic college, and being 
ennobled in 17 199 he .took his feat in the 
trienni^ aflembly of the ftates. 

As a philofbpher and metallurgift he 
diftinguifhed himfelf by feveral learned 
works. . But of thefe he made little account 
after the year 1743, when he affumed a 
higher charafter, of which he fpeaks as fol- 
lows. " Whatever of worldly honour and 
** advantage may appear to be in the thinjgs 
" above mentioned, I hold them but as 
matters of low eftimation, when com- 
pared to the honour of that holy office to 
" which the Lord himfelf hath called me, 

who 
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" who was gracioufly pleafed to manifeft 
" hitoiHf to me his unworthy fcrvant, in 
*' ia perfonal appearance, in the year 1743, 
*^ to open in me a fight of the Spiritual 
" World, and to enable me to converfe with 
*' Spirits and Angels, aiid this privilege has 
" continued with me to this day. From 
*^ that time I began to print and publifh 
*^ various unknown Arcana, which have 
** been either feen by me or revealed to me, 
** conceming Heaven and Hell, the ftate of 
5* men after death, the true worfliip of God; 
*' the fpiritual fenfe of the Scriptures, and 
" many other important truths tending to 
** j&lvation and true wifdom/* Short Ac^ 
count of bis X(/Jr, p. 6. 

From this time he devoted himfelf 
wholly to theology, and the eftabliftiment 
of his new Church, fpending much of his 
time abrcmd, efpecially in London and Am- 
f|erdam> where, at a geat expence, all his 
theological works were printed. He died 
in London, March 29, 1772, 

b Though 
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Though Baron Swedenborg was much 
efteemed at the court of Sweden, and by 
many perfpns of confiderable diftin6lion in' 
his time, it does not appear that his books 
were much read, or that his difciples were 
numerous, till after his death. But it is 
faid in the Short Account of his Lifcy p. 42; 
that " his theological writings are now 1 

" much fought after and held in high ef- "^ 

" teem by many, not only in England^ 
*' Scotland, and Ireland, but alfo in France, 
"Germany, Holland, Sweden, Ruflia, Po- 
" land, Turkey, and even in the Eaft and 
" Weft Indies, and North and South Ame- ^ 

•* rica; that in moft of thefe places focieti^s 
" are already formed for propigating the 
*• heavenly doftrines of the New Jerufalem 
" Churchy and that in feveral kingdoms of 
" Europe m?en of talents and repute have i 

affociated together for the purpofe of 
tranflating and publifhing the author's 
" works in various languages, for the bene- 
" fit of mankind in general/' 

In order to give my readers a clear idea 
of the writings of Baron Swedenborg, I fhall 
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to 

THE MEMBERS 



OF 



^he New Jerufalem Church. 



LETTER I. 

Concerning the tenets of the New Jerufakm Church. 



MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 

XT is with peculiar pleafure that I addrefs 
any clafs of perfons by this appellation, and I am 
happy to obferve that you value chriftianity as 
much as I do ; having given an inconteftible proof 
of your attachment to it, by the expence you are at 
in fupporting your mode of worftiip. This zeal 
does you the greatefl: honour, as does the franknefs 
with which you avow your principles, oppofite as 
they are to thofe which generally prevail in the 
chriftian world. You are as fenfible as I myfelf 
am of the many corruptions which have been in- 
troduced into chriftianity, which have fo much diC- 
iigured it, that it can hardly be known i fo that the 

B world 
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world requires to be in a manner re*chriftianized. 
We alfo affign the fame fource to thefe corrup- 
tions, viz. falfe philofophy, and the interference of 
the civil powers in matters of religion. We are 
even agreed with refpeft to many of the moft im- 
portant particulars of the corruptions of chriftian 
doftrine. 

We view with equal horror the doftrine of the 
trinityy confifting of three perfons in one God, as 
equally abfurd and blalphemous ; conftituting, in 
fadt, three gods. For fuch you agree with me in 
thinking that three perfons, each poffeffed of every 
attribute of divinity, muft neceflarily be, and that 
this doftrine is as contrary to the uniform fenfe 
of fcripture, as it is repugnant to reafon and the 
plaineft common fenfe, though fanftioned by the 
moft folemn decrees of councils from that of Nice 
to that of Trent, and by the united force of all the 
civil powers, in moft unnatural alliance with the 
church of Chrift. 

We alfo agree in reprobating the whole fyftem 
which has now obtained the name of calvini/m, 
though it originated with Auftin, and has been intro- 
duced into all the eftablilhed creeds ; a fyftem which 
reprefcnts the whole human race as fo fetally injured 
by the fin of Adam, that they retain no natural 
power of doing the will of God ; fo that had none 
of them been exempted from the fentcnce of con- 
demnation by an arbitrary decree, they muft all 
have been doomed to the pains of hell for ever ; 

a fyfteni 
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a fyftem which teaches us that, in order to cfFeft 
the redemption of a few, God was under a necef- 
fity of reverfing the known maxims of his con- 
du6b, in puniftiing the innocent inftead of the 
guilty; changing his charafter o( gracious and mer^ 
cifidj into that of an inexorable tyrant; granting 
nothing to the moft unfeigned repentance, but ex- 
afiting the uttermoft that was due to his juftice, 
and that from a divine perfon fully equal to him- 
fclf ; nothing lefs than this being deemed equiva- 
lent to the magnitude of the offence : whereas it is 
juftly obferved by Mr. Swedenborg, in his DoSlrine 
concerning the Lord^ p. 95, " there is nothing of vin- 
*' didive juftice in God/* 

We agree, then, in the important belief of one 
Gody and of one perfon in the godhead, in the moral 
excellence of his charader, and in the mild and 
equitable maxims of his government. We equally 
confider him as the gracious father of all man- 
kind, having compaflion upon men in that ftate 
of (in and mifery, into which, by the abufe of their 
natural liberty, they had involved themfelves, and 
excepting none but the voluntary and incorrigibly 
wicked from the offers of his mercy. 

Holding thelc rational fentiments, I cannot 
help expreffing fome furprize that you ftiould be fo 
uncharitable as you are, admitting into heaven none 
but thofe who think as you do with refpefl: to the 
perfon of Chrift. " No one," fays Mn Swedenborg, 
ibid. p. 230, '^ can be admitted into heaven who 

B 2 <' thinks 
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" thinks of there being three Gods, howfoev^r he 
" may fay with his lips there is but one. For the 
" life of the whole heaven, and all the wifdom of an- 
*' gels, is founded on the acknowledgment, and con- 
" fcquent confeflion, ofone God, and on the faith that 
" this one God is alfo man, and that he is the Lord 
'* who is at once both God and man/' In his Univerfal 
^heologyy vol. ii. p. 424, he exprefsly fays concern- 
ing the Socinians, that « they are caft down into 
" hell, fince they approach God the Father alone/' 
The fame he afferts of the Arians for « denying the 
« divinity of the Lord's humanity/' 

As you admit the divine illumination of Mn 
Swedenborg, there is, I fear, no profpeft of your 
becoming more charitable. For if you fuppofe 
him to have been in an error in fome things, efpe- 
cially thofe which he faw and learned in the fpi- 
ritual world, you may think him liable to miftake 
in any thing i and then the whole foundation of 
your new church fails. I wifh, therefore, to reafon 
with you on this foundation of your faith. But I 
miift firft defcribe what appears to me to be the 
general outline of it, that we may confider the 
fcheme in its whole extent, and thereby form fome 
judgment of the evidence it requires. 

Holding the doftrine of one God^ you maintain 
that this one God is no odier than Jefus Chrift, 
and that he always exifted in a human form ; that 
for the fake of redeeming the world, he took upon 
himfelf a proper human or material body, but not 

a human 
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a human foul, that this redemption confifts in 
bringing the hells, or evil fpirits, into fubjeftion, 
and the heavens into order and regulation, and 
thereby preparing the way for a new fpiritual 
church; that without fuch redemption no man 
could be faved, nor could the angels retain their 
ftate of integrity ; that their redemption was ef- 
fefted by means of trials, temptations, or conflifts 
with evil fpirits ; and that the laft of them, by 
which Chrift glorified his humanity, perfefting the 
union of his divine with his human nature, was the 
paflion of the crofs. 

Though you maintain that there is but one 
God, and one divine perfon, you hold that in this 
perfon there is a real trinity; confifting of the divi- 
nity ; the humanity y and the operation of them both 
in the Lord Jefus ; a trinity which did not exift 
from all eternity, but commenced at the incar-- 
nation. 

You believe that the fcriptures are to be inter- 
preted not only in a literal but in a Ipiritual fenfe, 
not known to the world till it was revealed to Mr. 
Swedenborg, and that this ipiritual fenfe extends 
to every part of fcripture *, 



• Mr. Swedenborg, however, accepts the A3s of the Apojiles, 
and the Apoftolic Eftfllesy though for reafons that do not appeal' fatiC- 
fa6lory to me, ilnce, to all appearance, they are as capable of fecm" 
datyjenfes as the books of Kings and Chronicles in the Old Tefta* 
ment. See this difcufled in the Netv Magazine of Knowledge con- 
cernmg Heaven and Hell, vol. i. p. 254. 

B3 You 
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You believe that there are angels attending 
upon men, refiding, as Mr. Swedenborg fays, in 
their afFeftions ; that temptation confifts in a ftrug- 
gle between good and bad angels within men, 
and that by this means Ggd affifts men in thefe 
temptations, fincc of themfelves they could do no- 
thing. Indeed, Mr. Swedenborg maintains that 
there is an univerfal influx from God into the foiils 
of men, infpiring them efpecially with the belief of 
the divine unity. This efflux oi divine light on 
the Ipiritual world, he compares to the efflux of the 
light from the fun in the natural world. 

There are, fays Mr. Swedenborg, two worlds, 
the natural and thcfpiritual^ entirely diftinft, though 
perfeftly correlponding to each other; that at 
death a man enters into the fpiritual world, when 
his foul is clothed with a body, which he terms//^- 
ftantialy in oppofition to the prefent material body, 
which he fays is never to rife out of the grave. 
" After death,'* he fays, that " a man is fo litde 
*^ changed, that he even does not know but he is 
*' living in the prefent world, ' that he eats and 
** drinks, and even enjoys conjugal delight as in 
** this world, that the rcfemblance between the 
** two worlds is fo great, that in the fpiritual world 
** there are cities, with palaces, and houfes, and 
^* alfo writings and books, employments and mer- 
^* chandizes j that there is gold, filver, and pre- 
" cious ftones there. In a word," he fays, " there 
*' is in the fpiritual world, all and every thing that; 
" there is in the natural world, but that in heaven 

'' fuch 
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" fuch things are in an infinitely more perfeft 
^' ftate." Unherfal Theology y No. 734, Into this 
fpiritual world, Mr. Swedenborg fays, that he, 
though living in this, was admitted, fo that he 
converfed with Luther, Malan£thon, and many 
other perfons, as well as with angels. 

You believe that the coming of Chrift to judge 

the world, and to enter upon his kingdom, is not 

to be underftood of a perfonal defcent from heaven 

into this material world, but that they relate to the 

fpiritual world only. That the laft judgment took 

place in the year i757> and that the fpiritual king<* 

dom of Chrift, by which you underftand the rife 

and fpread of your new do£trine, commenced on the 

19th day of June, 1770. This kingdom of Chrift, 

and confequcntly your doftrine, you "believe is 

fpeedily to prevail over the whole world, and tcr 
continue for ever. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER n. 

Of the Injpration of Mr. Swedenborg. 



MY FELLOW CHKISTIANS, 

X H E fyftem exhibited in the preceding 
Letter muft be acknowledged to be new, and very 
extraordinary, differing materially from the faith 
of every other denomination of chriftians, and there- 
fore the evidence of its truth ought to be propor- 
tionably ftrong. For, in all cafes, the more extra- 
ordinary any relation appears, the ftronger is the 
evidence that we require for it. I fliall there- 
fore take the liberty to alk, on what authority you 
receive Mr. Swedenborg as a prophet, or one who 
had communication with God in the ijivifible 
world. 

You cannot be ignorant that the only proper 
evidence of a divine commiflion is doing fomething 
that God alone could enable a man to do. When 
Mofes was appomted by God to carry a meflage to 
his nation, and to the king of Egypt, he naturally 
faid, Exod iv. i. But behold they will not believe 
me, nor hearken unto my voice ; for they will fay the 
Lord bath not appeared unto thee. In anfwer to this, 
God bade him throw down the rod that was in his 
hand, when it was inftantly changed into a ferpent, 

and 
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and he was ordered to ftiew the fame fign to his 
countrymen and to Pharaoh, v. 5. that they may 
believe that the Lord God of their fathers the God of 
Abraham^ Ifaacy and Jacob hath appeared unto thee. 
Accordingly he did exhibit that fign, and by this 
means fatisfied them that God had fent him. Alfb 
when Mofes informs the people, Deut. xviii. 1 8, 
that God would fend them prophets like unto him- 
fclf, he tells them that they might diftinguifh the 
true prophets from pretended ones by their fore^ 
telling things to come^ which was another thing that 
was above the power of man. 

Our Saviour did not expeft t6 be believed 
upon his own word, when he declared that God 
had fent him; but faid, John v. 36, the works 
which the father has given me to finifh^ the fame 
works that I do bear witnefs of me, that the father 
bath fent me ; and we find that this was the circum- 
ftance that convinced the Jews that he was a real 
prophet. Rabbiy fays Nicodemus to him, John iii. 2, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God\ for 
no man can do tbefe miracles which thou doeft except 
God be with him. Alfo the two difciples walking 
to Emmaus faid of Jefus, Afts xxiv. 19, thati&tf 
was a prophet mighty in deed, as well as in word^ 
before God and all the people. Had he done nothing 
more than another man could have done, he might 
have been a good man, but he would have given 
no evidence of his being a prophet. 

Do 
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Do we not objeft to the divine miflion of 
Mahomet^ that he worked no miracles^ that all 
that he pretended to of this kind was the com- 
pofition of the Koran^ which he faid was didbated 
to him by the angel Gabriel. But as he gave no 
proof of this; as no perfon even faw the angel 
Gabriel dictating to him/ or in conference with 
him, and we do not think the compofition of the 
Koran to be above the ordinary capacity of man, 
we give him no credit for his mere affertion. 
Befides. neither the truth of the divine miflion of 
Mofes, nor that of Chrift, depended on the miracles 
of one man, but on thofe of many, in conjunftion 
and fucceflion* In the Old Teftament we read of 
numbers of prophets from Mofes to Malachi, 
moft of whom either worked what we ufually call 
miracles, or foretold future events, which is exaftly 
of the fame nature, being equally within the pro- 
vince of God alone. As to the truth of the chriftian 
difpenfation, it was confirmed not only by the 
numerous miracles and refurreftion of Chrift, but 
by the miracles of the apoftles, and many others, 
after him, fo that the age of chriftian miracles did 
not ceafe but with that generation. 

We fhould naturally cxpeft therefore that 
another entirely new difpenfation, fo different from 
all the former as that of Mr. Swedenborg muft be 
confidered, and yet fo ftriftly, as you believe, 
correfponding to them, fhould be confirmed by 
miracles, as the preceding difpenfations were, and 
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by miracles equally numerous and ftriking; and 
that one divine meflenger alone would not be fuifi- 
cient for the purpofe. To fay that though the former 
dilpenfations of religion required to be eftablifhed 
by miracles, this new one, the laft and mpft mag- 
nificent of them all, and which is to continue for 
ever, requires none, is no better than laying that 
though a cottage may require to ftand upon a rock, 
a palace, or a temple, like that of Solomon, may 
be built upon^the fand, or Hand without any foun- 
dation at all. 

To come bota God with a meffage to man is 
a very ferious and important thing, for which no 
man however excellent, hath any right to expeft 
that his own word only ftiould be taken. This is 
more than was claimed either by Mofes, or by 
Chrift; and why fhould fo great a privilege be 
allowed to any other perfon ? .It is very poflible a 
pious and good man, of a warm imagination, may 
fancy that he has communications with God ; but 
he may deceive himfclf, efpecially if his fuppofed 
intercourfe with God and the invifible world was 
by night. In this cafe fuch a perfon feeing an angel 
in a dream is nothing more than his dreaming be 
Jaw an angel 'y and it is well known that fome 
perfons arc fubjeft to reveries by day, exaftly 
fimilar to dreamy by night. Now I do not find 
that your pretended prophet, an excellent and 
good man as I willingly allow him to have been, 
ever wrought a miracle, or foretold any future 
event, as a proof of his extraordinary pretenfioiis, 

and 
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and his writings appear to me to be nothing more 
than fuch as an ingenious and , laborious man^ of a 
fertile imagination! was very well capable of. 

Mr. Swedenborg himfel^ I find, was very 
well aware of this objeftion to his pretenfions. In 
one of the converfations he had in the fpiritual 
world, he fays that it was made to him. " Do 
** miracles, fay thofe with whom he was converfing, 
^' and we will believe." The reply that he makes 
to thcfe objcftors is, that very probably they would 
not be convinced by miracles, but refcmble the 
Ifraelites, who worftiipped the golden calf, prefendy 
after they had been witneffes to . die extraordinary 
fcene from Mount Sinai; and at that inflant he 
fays he heard a voice from heaven faying to the 
objedtors, ^* If ye believe not Mofes and the pro- 
" phets, that is die word of the Lord, neither will 
** ye be convinced by miracles, any more than the 
*' pofterity of Jacob were in the wildernefs or when 
** they faw with their eyes the miracles which the 
" Lord did during his abode on earth." Univerpl 
theology, vol. ii. p. 463. 

Another reafon which at the fame time he gave 
for his not being impowered to work miracles was, 
that, " they carry compulfion with them, and take 
*' away a man's free will in fpiritual matters." 
But the fame objedion might have been made to 
the miracles of Mofes and. of Chrift. It is the 
nature of all evidence to compel the affent. For 
no man can refufe his affent to what appears to 

him 
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him to be fufficicnt evidence. Whatever be the 
cafe of the will with refpeft to motives, xht judgment 
is univerfally allowed to be neceflarily determined 
by the force of arguments ; and had Mr. Sweden- 
borg been poffeffed of the power of working 
miracles, I cannot believe that he would have 
thought it an improper, or an inconvenient thing. 

As this is a fubjeft of particular importance^ 
I Ihall fubjoin what your author alleges with ' 
refpeft to it in another part of the fame work^ 
vol. ii. p. 123. " Since the time of the Lord's 
" coming into the worjd, every one that is born in 
" a chriftian country has a capacity to become 
" Ipiritual, which fpirituality of nature is effefted 
^'Tolely by the Lord, through the word. But this 
^^ capacity would be deftroyed in cafe man's faith 
was influenced by miracles ; in as much as mi- 
racles, it was obferved, carry compulfion with 
" them, and take away man's free will in fpiritual 
" things ; and whatever is received by compulfion 
*' entefeth no farther than the natural man, when 
it clofeth up the fpiritual, or true internal man, 
and depriveth him of all capacity of feeing any 
truth in its proper light ; the confequence where- 
" of is, that the man aftei-wards frameth all his 
" rcafonings on fpiritual things from a mere na- 
tural ground, and thereby feeth all fpiritual 
things according to an inverted view. Miracles, 
indeed, were wrought previous to the Lord's 
coming into the world ; and the reafon was^be- 

"caufe 
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" caufe the members of the church at that time 
** were mere natural men, incapable of feeing the 
*^ fpiritual or internal things of the church, or who 
^' would have profaned fuch things, had they been 
*' permitted to fee them/' 

But that any change was made in the nature of 
men at the firft coming of Chrift, or that any far- 
ther change has been made in man fince what you 
call his fecond coming, is an arbitrary (uppofition 
of Mr. Swedenborg's, for which he produces no evi- 
dence whatever. And fince, in all other refpefts, 
men appear to aft in the fame manner, we muft 
conclude that they are internally conftituted in the 
lame manner, and therefore that they have been 
equally afiFefted by evidence of all kinds fince the 
beginning of the world. We Ihall fee, however, in 
the progrefs of your dodtrine, whether mankind 
do not now require the evidence of miracles for 
the belief of things of which no other evidence can 
be given, as much as they did in the times of 
Mofes or of Chrift. If other methods fail to pro- 
duce a general conviftion of the truth of your 
doctrine, which you fay is to fill the whole earth, 
recourfe muft be had to the old, but efFeftual, 
method of miracles after all ; and ftiould each of 
your temples be filled with the glory of the Lord^ 
at the time of their confecration, as was the taber- 
nacle and the temple of Solomon, you , would, I 
dare fay, exult not a little. As a fimilar glory 
invefted our Saviour at his transfiguration, all the 
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three great difpenfations of religion, you tmight then 
fay, were diftinguifhed by a fimilar divine attef- 
tation. 

But though Mr. Swedenborg did not pretend 
to work any proper miracles, and did not, as far as 
appears fronn his writings, foretel any future event, 
he pretends to give us more information concerning 
things at a diftance from us than we had any na- 
tural means of knowing. After reporting a con- 

, V verfation which he had with the Africans, and the 

Gentiles in the fpiritual world (of which a farther 
account will be given in its proper place) which 
is highly favourable to them, he gives the follow- 
ing narrative of the ftate of Africa in this world, 
which I find that you who are his followers, be- 

A lieve to be true, and are very willing to confider, 

notwithftanding your afFefting not to want the 
evidence of miracles, as a proof that he was really 
infpired. As this account is truly curious, and a 
fociety of gentlemen is now exploring the interior 
parts of Africa, I fhall recite the whole of it from 
the Continuation concerning the laft Judgment and the 
spiritual Worlds p. (iS. 

" Such being ^the character of the Africans 
*' even in this world, there is therefore at this day a 
*' revelation begun among them, which is com- 
" municated from the centre round about, but 
does not extend to the fea coafts. They ac- 
knowledge our Lord as the Lord of heaven and 
earth, and laugh at the monks who vifit them, 
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and at chriftians who talk of a threefold divinity^ 
and of falvation by mere tbougbty aflerting that 
there is no man who worfhips at aU, that does 
not live according to his religion j and that unlefs 
a man fo lives, he rtiuft needs become ftupid and 
'^ wicked, becaufe in fuch a cafe ht receives no- 
*^ thing from heaven. They likewifc give to in- 
*' genious wickednefs the name ofjlupidityy becaufe 
" there is no life, but death, in it* I have heard the 
angels rejoice at this revelation, becaufe thereby 
a communication is opened with the rational 
principle in man, which has heretofore been 
'^ clofed up by a general blindnefs with refpeft to 
*^ matters of faith. I was informed from heaven 
*' that the things contained in the dodtrine of the 
New Jerufalem conceming the Lord, concerning 
the word* and in the doftrine of life for the New 
Jerufalem, lately publifhed, are now revealed by 
word of mouth, by angelic ipirits, to the in- 
** habitants of that country. 

Here I am happy to find a virtual appeal- to 
an exifting faft, which it is poffible to afcertain by 
proper inquiry. Though, having lefs communi- 
cation with the interior part of Africa than with 
any other part of the known world, the inquiry 
will be attended with fome difficulty and expence. 
In the mean time I muft obferve that neither 
Mr. Bruce's late Travels into Abyffinia, nor the pro- 
ceedings of the Affociation for promoting the dif- 
covery of the interior parts of Africa, give us as 
yet any reafon to think that what Mr. Swcdenborg 
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defcribes as exifting in his time, is to be found at 
prefent. But we expeft foon to have farther ac- 
counts from that hitherto unexplored part of the 
world ; and if it (hould appear, which I ftrongly 
fulpeft, that there neither is, nor ever was any 
thing like a New Jerufalem Church in the centre of 
Africa, your faith in Mr. Swedenborg*s infpiration 
muft be very ftrong indeed if it be not well fhaken. 

The evidence of proper miracles being with- 
held from us for the prefent, evidence of fome 
other kind, which can only be the conformity of 
your doflrines to the natural reafon of things and 
the plain fenfe of fcripture, ought to be peculiarly 
ftrong. To thefe tefts I fhall therefore bring the 
principal of your doftrines, that we may fee whe- 
ther they bear any internal marks of fuperior ex- 
cellence. 

As you appeal to the fcriptures, you, no doubt, 
think us capable of judging of your arguments 
from them. The books of fcripture are before 
us, and the language in which they are written 
ptetty well known. I fhall therefore confider whe- 
ther your opinion be agreeable to die fcriptures 
fairly and rationally interpreted. As to any fpiri- 
tual fenfe of the fcriptures, it cannot be attended to 
till there be fome evidence of the reality of fuch 
a fenfe of them. If you fay that I am incapable of 
perceiving this fenfe of the fcriptures, you mufl allow 
that you have no means of convincing me, or any 
others who are in the fame fituation with me, how 
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well foever you, who have the illumination that I 
want, may be fatisfied with refpeft to all your doc- 
trines. Befides, Mr. Swedenborg admits that the 
plain and literal fenfe of the fcriptures is the founda- 
tion of every other fenfe, and is never contradi6ted 
by them. The doftrine of the church, he fays, 
ought to be drawn ^^ from the literal fenfe of the 
*' word, and be confirmed thereby." Doffrine con- 
cerning the Sacred Scripture y p. loi. He alfo fays> 
ibid. p. 65, " the literal fenfe of the word is the 
" bafis, continent, and firmament, of its fpiritual 
" and celeftial fenfe." 

I am, &c. 



LETTER III. 
Concerning the Perjon of Cbrift. 

J 

MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, . 

I OWN that when 1 firft heard of this 
tenet of your's, that Jefus Chrift was the fame per- 
fon with God the Father, and that there is no 
other God than he, I was exceedingly furprized. It 
Ibunded to me as if it had been afTerted that Jefus 
and Peter, Mofes and Jolhua, David and Solomon, 
or any other two perfons of whom we read in hif- 
tory, had been the fame ; and that if the facred 

writers 
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Wfkers could exprefs themfelves as they uniformly 
do concerning God and Chrift, as different perfons^ 
and they (hould after all be one and the fame per- 
fon, there is no ufe in language ) the moft definite 
exprcflions being no guard againft mifconceptiom 
This I know you will fay is the effeft of preju- 
dice, from early and long continued impreffioiis 1 
and I am willing to allow as much as I poflibly 
can to this influence, and therefore (hall re-exa- 
mine what I own I have hitherto taken for grant- 
ed. And as Mr. Proud fays, in his Sermons ^ P« 4'* 
that " truth will carry its own evidence with it to 
" the impartial enquirer and upright mind," I 
hope that whether you or I be at prefent in an 
error, in this relpeft, a clear dating of the cafe, 
and an appeal to fa6ts, will be the means of fetting 
us right. 

Now it is certainly no uncommon thing for the 
fame thing, or the fame perfon, to be fignified by 
two different names, Jefus, for example, and Chrift, 
Simon and Peter; but then we always find that 
the f^me chara&er and defcription will apply to 
bothj and except the literal fignifications of the 
term, be referred to, we may, in any fentence, fub- 
ftitute the one in the place of the other j every 
thing that can be afferted of the one being equally 
true of the other. Nothing is ever afferted con- 
cerning either of them, that is incompatible with 
the other ,- nor will any Ipcaker or writer, knowing 
the ufe of language, ever conneft two names 
which denote only the fame perfon by the con- 

C 2 jundive 
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junftive particle and. We fay, for example, that 
Peter and John did this or that, but we never fay, 
that Simon and Peter, Jefus and Chrift did this, 
, ufing the plural number. Becaufe P'eter and John, 
are different perfons. But Simon and Peter, Jefus 
and Chrift are the fame perfons, and therefore we 
naturally fay Simon or Peter, Jefus or Chrift, or 
elfe, joining the two names, wc fay, Simon Peter, 
or Jefus Chrift, did this or that, ufing the Angular 
number only. 

Now look through the whole New Teftament, 
where God and Chrift are Ipokcn of, and you will 
find by thefe plain rules concerning the ufe of 
words, which every body uftderilands, and in fpeak- 
ing or writing ftridly conforms to, that God and 
Chrifty in the ideas of the perfons who wrote thofe 
books, were as different perfons as Chrift and Peter, 
James and John. 

Chrift uniformly fpeaks of himfelf as having 
been fent from God, juft as much as John the 
Baptift was ; fo that if the perfon/ending can be the 
fame with the ptvfon fent, John the Baptift may be 
God as well as Jefus Chrift. I may fay that I go 
from one place to another, but it is manifeftly im- 
proper to fay that I fend myfelf from one place to 
another. On your principles, Chrift and his apoftles 
might be the fame perfons. For Chrift addrelfing 
himfelf to his Father, fays, John xvii. l8. As thou 
baft fent me into the world y even have I alfo fent them 
into the world. It is evident, therefore, that Chrift 

was 
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was a perfon as different from him whom he ad- 
dreffed as his Father y as his difciples were different 
&om himfelf. 

Chrift conftantly prayed to the perfon whom he 
called his Father y and he direfted his difciples to pray 
to the fame perfon. Father y fays he, John xvii. i, 
the hour is comSy glorify thy Sony that thy Son may alfo 
glorify thee. Was Jefus then only fpeaking to him- 
felf? Sometimes, no doubt, perfons do fo; but 
not in this manner. When Chrift diredted his 
difciples to pray to that Father whofeeth injecrety he 
furely.did not mean that they (hould pray to himfelf. 
If he did, he certanily did not fpeak very intelligibly. 
Befides, he plainly diftinguifties between praying 
to the Father, and alking any thing of himfelfi 
when he fays, John xvi. 23, In that day ye Jhall ajk 
me nothing. Verily y verily I fay unto you y whatfoever 
ye Jhall aJk the Father in my namey he will give it you. 
Was fuch language as this, which he conftantly 
ufes, calculated to lead the difciples to confider the 
Father and himfelf as the fame perfon ? 

Fardier, Jefus frequently afcribed to his Father 
what he exprefsly denied of himfelf. He more 
than once fays, that 0/ himfelf he could do nothing, 
John V. 1 9, viii. 28, and that the Father within him 
did the worksy meaning the miracles that he per- 
formed. Here every thing denoted by the ex- 
preffion himfelf y is evidently diftinguifhed from the 
Father, who he fays, was within himy as he might be 
(siid to be in any other man, if,, as was die cafe with 
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I our Saviour, he fuggefted to him what he fliould 

fay, and empowered him to do what he otherwife 
could not have done. Agreeably to this, he fays, 
Matthew xxviii. 1 8, that all power was given unto 
bimy and Luke x. 22, all things are given unto me of my 
Father. Can the giver and receiver be the fame 
perfon, any more than the perfon Jendingy and the 
perfon fent ? 

Speaking of the day of judgment, Jefus fays, 
Mark xiii. 32, that the time of it was not known ei- 
ther to the angels or to himfelf, but to the Father only^ 
If the Son was the fame with the Father, furely every 
thing that was known to the one muft have been 
known to the other alfo ; efpecially as you fuppofe 
there was no principle of intelligence in Chrift be- 
fides that of the Father, he having no human foul. 
Nay, in addrefTing his Father, he calls him the only 
true Gody at the fame time that he fpeaks of him- 
felf as the prophet or meffenger of God, John xvii. 
3, that they might know thee the only true Gody and 
Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent. And when he was 
rifen from the dead, he bade Mary tell his difciples, 
John XX. 17, / afcend to my Father and your Fa- 
ther y to my God and your God. Here, furely, are 
two different perfons indicated. Can any perfon be 
faid to afcend to himfelf? 

Laftly, our Saviour fays, John xiv. 28, that his 
Father was greater than he. Can any perfon be 
greater than himfelf? The fame perfon may, no 
doubt, be greater at one time than he was at an- 
other I 
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other J but here he fpeaks of the fame time. Alfo, 
a man in one capacity may be greater than he is in 
another ; as general at the head of his army may 
be faid to be greater than he is by his firefide. 
But here our Saviour fpeaks abfolutely. He is 
telling his difciples that he fhould leave them, and 
go to his Father, in which he fays they ought to 
rejoice, intimating that they would be under the 
proteAion of the greateft of all beings. Agreeably 
to this he had faid not long before, that they who 

)^ were his flieep fhould never perilh, fince no perfon 

was able to pluck them out of his Father's hand, 
adding, Johnx. 29, My Father y who gave them tne^ 
is greater than all^ and none is able to pluck them out of 
my Father^ s hand. I and my Father are one^ that is, 
no perfon can overpower me, but he muft over- 

i^ power the Father alfo. Such is our Saviour's con- 

ftant language, which muft certainly have mifled 
his hearers, if he was the fame perfon with the 

[ Father, of whofe fuperior power he was fpeaking, 

afcribing no extraordinary power to himfelf^ but 
every thing to God, 



IV 



Let us now fee in what manner the apoftles 
fpeak of him. Does not their conftant language 
demonftrate that they confidered him as being a 
perfon different from God. Peter fpeaking of him, 
A6ts ii. 22, fays, that he was a man approved of God 
by miracles y and wonders y andftgnsy which God did by 
himy and whom God raifedfrom the dead. Afts iii. 1 3, 
"The God of Abraham y Ifaacy and Jacob y the God of our 
Fathers y has glorified his fon Jejusy &c. When they 
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were perfecutcd, they prayed to God, Afts iv. ^4, 
as he who made heaven and earthy and ail tJmt is 
therein, and the objeft of their prayer, thatftgns and 
wonders might be done ly the name of his holy child 
Jejus. Certainly, this was not praying to Jefus, 
but to quite another perfon, who alone could work 
miracles, in order to confirm the miffion of Jefus 
from God, and their own million from him. 

Look into Paul's epiftles, and you Jwill always 
find that he Ipeaks of God and of Chrift as of 
different perfons. In the beginning of the firft 
epiftle to the Corinthians, where he fays, Taul an 
apoftle of Jefus Chrift through the will of God. Grace 
he unto you from God the Father and from our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. The fame is his language through all his 
epiftles, without the leaft variation. When he gives 
the Father the appellation oiGody it is always exclu- 
lively oithe Son, i Cor. viii. 6. to us there is but one 
Gody the Father y of whom are all things^ and we by htm, 
I Tim. ii. 5, ^here is one Gody and one mediator be^ 
tween God and many the men Chrift Jefus. Could 
he fpeak of God and Mofes as more different from 
one another, than he does of God and Chrift. 

What, then, is it that you can advance in fup- 
port of your favourite doftrine, that Jefus Chrift 
and God the Father are the fame perfon, in oppo- 
fition to the conftant and uniform language of the 
fcriptures ^ according to which they muft be different 
perfons, as different as God and man, the Creator 
and the creature. I have confidered all that you 

allege. 
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idle ge^ in4 find th^m only to be a few pailages^ 
which literally interpreted, mighty indeed, imply 
as much, but which very eafily admit of a veiiy 
different interpretation ; and in all cafes we inter* 
prct what is figurative and obfcure, by what is 
clear and exprefs; and nothing can be more (b 
than the paflages which I have cited above. This, 
Aerefore, is moft evident from the conftant lan- 
guage of fcripture, that Chrift and God are dif-* 
lerent peribns, and whatever particular pafiage may 

^ feeih to intimate the contrary muft ' have iotnt 

other meaning; and even if we cquM not explain 
ic otherwife, we ought to content ourfelves with 
acknowledging the difficulty, or fuppofe fbme.errov 
to have crept into the text, rather du^t dhatge the 
writers with manifeft inconfiftency and contradic- 

j^ tion. ' ^ But when we examine the piif&gcs we fliall 

firS tl^t there is fiu- from bemg-.any iic^aGon to 
have rccourfe to this fuppofition^ The language 
fufficiendy explains itfelf. ■ . i ' 

When Philip faid to Jefus, John xiv. 8, Sbez» 
us the Fatbir, J.efus faid^ be that hatk fern me bath 
Jien tbe Fatherly and 'from this .you infer that be and 
bis Father were the very fam^ perfon; But Jefiis^ 
you cannot deny; ^as ufed to ' Ipeak in figurative 
language; and where is there tf nrione 'common 
%ujre' of : fpeech 4haa to fay, we fee a per^ in hie 
worksy and efpecially in thofe perfons wiio aiJc:oom- 
miffioned to fay or to do any thing in his name. 
We even fay that God, who h mi^ifiUe> is to be 
jeen in his work^^ Now the power and wifdom of 

Qoi 
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God were manifefl: in Chr^ who fpake and afted 
by immediate commiflion Irom him; and feeing 
the manifeftations of divine wifdom^ and power 
either in the works of nature^ or in the fayings and 
miracles of the prophets, is all that we can fee of 
God, who, is himfclf invifible. , 

» 

You alfo urge, Colof. ii. 9, In bim dweUetb M 
tbefulbiefs of the godbead bodily. But this might be 
the cafe without Jefus Chrift himielf being God, 
when the divine power was manifefted by him., 
Nay, the very phrafeology of this paflage is unfa- 
vourable to your hypothefis, for that which dwelk 
in a perfon cannot be the fame thing widi himfel^ 
but muft be different from him. 

You urge Chrift's faying, John x. 30, that be 
and tbe Father were one, i. c the fame God. But 
by the fansie argument all the difciples of Chrift 
may be proved to be united with them in the god- 
head*. For he prays, John xvii. 1 1, tbat tbey might 
be one as they two were one, vcr. 2 1, that they all may 
be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alfo may be one in us. Chrift alfo fays Matt. , 
X. 40, be^ that receivetbyou receivetb me, and he that 
receiveth me receivetb him tbat fent me. But will you 
infer from thisi that Chrift, the perfon that fent 
him, and they who were afterwards fent by him, 
were all one. 

There is another fet df texts upon which I per- 
qeive that you lay much ftr^, thou^ I do not con- 
ceive 
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ceive that any of them are at all to yoxir purpofe* 
They are thofe in which the fanne titles are given 
to God and to Chrift, But beings the moft dif- 
^rent in their natures may, in feveral refpefts, re- 
femble one another, and adt a fimilar part, fo as to 
be entitled to the fame appellations, without being 
the fame perfons. You particularly urge thofe 
paflages in the prophets in which Jehovah is called 
the only Saviour y as Ifa. xliii. 11, lam Jehovah y and 
hefides me there is no Saviour. But both he who 
faves by another, and that other who faves by his 
orders and diredtions, may be equally called a/a- 
viour. The vforA faviour fignifies nothing more 
than deliver ery and therefore Mofes, who under God 
delivered the Ifraelites from Egypt, and the judges, 
who delivered thenj ffom their various enemies, 
are properly ftiled deliverersy or JaviourSy as well as 
God by whofe orders and power they afted. See 
Judges iii. 9. 2 Kings xiii. 5. Afts vii. 35. Our 
Saviour fays. Matt, xxiii. 9, One is your Father 
0ven Gody but does it therefore follow that we have 
no other father befides God, and yet, according to 
your argument, if every perfon who is called a^- 
viour be God, every one who is called a father 
mufk be fo too, 

You lay great ftrefs on Chrift being called the 
Alpha and the Omega. But this is no more a proper 
name of God, xYidxifavioury or father. It may fig- 
nify the chief or founder of any thing ; as Chrift is 
under God of the chriftian difpenfation, and there- 
fore 
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fore may be applied to God, in Rev. i. 8, and to 
Chrifl, Rev. xxii, x 2. 

A peribn being occafionally denominated by 
the name of God is no proof that he is God. You 
urge Chrift being called the Jehovah our Righ^ 
teoufnefsy Jer. xxiii. 6. But if our tranflation be 
admitted, Jerufalem is called by the very fame name, 
Jerem. xxxiii. i6, and other names of God make 
part of the names of men and places. Though, 
Aerefore, it Ihould be Chrift, and not the prophet's 
Ion, that was called Emmanuel^ which fignifies God 
with us, it will not follow that he was God. Princes 
are fometimes called Gods, to denote their power, 
and men are called devils to exprefs their bad diipo* 
fitions. When Jefus faid to Peter, gef thee behind 
mey Satan, and of Judas that he was the devil (for 
i[y it ought to be rendered) nothing more was meant 
than what they faid or did was evil, or fuch as was 
ufually afcribed to the devil, not that either of thofe 
perfons was the devil himfetf incarnate. 

It is fomething extraordinary that, though you 
ftrenuoufly affert the unity of God in one ferjon, and 
maintain that three divine perfons muft be three gods, 
you ftill contend for a trinity. But it was fuch a 
trinity as was never known before. Originally, you 
fay, there was no trinity, but that it commenced 
at the incarnation, when God took upon him human 
nature; the intelligent principle in Jefus being 
called the Father, the humanity, or rather the hu- 
man 
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man bodjr, the SoHj and the operation of this divine 
humanity, the Holy Spirit. But why ihould you 
make this new, arbitrary, and unnatural ufe of 
words. The word trinity is not to be found in the 
fcriptures, and I do not fee why you Ihould em- 
barrafs your fcheme with it, but as a facrifice to 
popular prejudice, and that this was the cafe is 
pretty evident from the Preface to the Summary 
View of the heavenly DoSlrines of the New Jerusalem 
Churchy p. 8, in which it is faid, that he^ that is, 
Mr. Swedenborg, " denied the divinity of our 
" Lord Jefus Chrift, and thfere might have been 
** fome plea for fixing on his charafter opprobrious 
^^ epithets which might ferve to invalidate his tefti- 
*^ mony. But when we fee that nothing of this is 
** chargeable upon him, and that his writings have 
*^ a direct contrary tendency, viz. to affert the di- 
** vinity of the Redeemer, and to eftablifh this fiin- 
^' damental article of the Chriftian faith on the 
" cleareft and fulleft evidence of holy writ, &c. 
^^ how is it poffible that any perfon of a ferious 
*5 charafter can think it fafe to endeavour to leflen 
^^ the teftimony of fuch a writer.'* We who ire 
properly unitariansy acknowledging the fole divinity 
of God the Father, and the fimple humanity of 
Chrift, make no fuch apologies as thefe. Wc 
hefitate not to meet the full force of popular pre* 
judice, by admitting the imputations of our adver* 
laries in their moft obnoxious forms; confident 
that truth (lands in no need of fuch a ihelter as 
that to which you have recourfe. 

On 
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On your principles, as indeed you acknowledge^ 
every man being made in the image of God, is si 
trinity, confifting of a thinking principle, and a 
body, adting by the influpnce of the thinking prin- 
ciple. But here the three terms art not correlative^ 
and have no proper correfpondence. The two firft 
indeed Atnott fubjlances^ the one fi/pirUualj and the 
other a corporeal one, but the third denotes no fub- 
ftance at all, exprefling a mere aSliotty or operation. 
To be confident with yourfelves, you fhould fay 
fliat Chrift is the one God, confifting of two parts^ 
viz. the divine intelledt, and the corporeal frame. 
But fince there is .no third fubftance, there is no 
proper trinity, and that your fyftem admits of none. 

With a change of your phrafeology, and very 
little in your ideas, you are as proper unitarians, as 
we who are ufually called Socimans. For we fay 
that the word, by which all things were created^ 
and which dwelt in Chrift, was the one true God 
befides whom there is no other, and that without 
this divine principle Chrift was a mere man, as 
other men are. 

What is the difierence, excepting in words, 
between faying that Jefus was a man united to God^ 
and a man injpired by God, when in this cafe you 
cannot pretend to have any proper idea to the word 
united, or can fay wherein it differs fi-om injpired. 
Man and God being more difierent in their natures 
than the iron and clay in Nebuchadnezzar's image, 

are 
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are no more capable of forming a proper union, 
than thofe fubftances. Say then, in intelligible 
language, that Jefus was a man, but that God was 
with him, and afted by him, and we fliall be agreed 
in words as well as in reality, and every defirable 
confequence will flow from it. You will then, as 
now, difclaim all plurality of Gods^ together with 
difierent perfons in the trinitj/y and you will effec- 
tually fecure the truth of all the declarations of 
Chrift, as proceeding from God, juft as much as if 
he himfelf had been God. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER IV. 



Offome further Particulars concerning the Perfon of 
Chrift y and the general Plan of Redemption bybim. 



MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 

-DESIDES your general dodrines of 
Chrift and God being the fame perfon, for which 
I think I have fhewn there is no foundation in 
reafon or the fcriptures, you have other ideas con- 
cerning the union of thefe two natures, and the ufe 
of the incarnation, which deferve fome notice, as 
they are quite fingiilar. But as they are difficult 

to 
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to conceive, I think you will find them no Icfs 
diflicult to prove^ 

Not content with iuppofing that the fupreme 
Deity was united to a human body, fo as to occupy 
the place of a foul in that body, you fay that this 
union was not completed all at once,^ but that it 
grew more perfeft during the whole of our Sa- 
viour's continuance upon earth, by means of his 
trials, or temptations, cmfliSis (as you call them) 
with the hells, or infernal fpirits. In this more \ 

complete union of the two natures confifts, as you 
fay, thz glorification of his humanity ^ fo that at length 
it became entirely divine y which no other human 
body ever will be. This is expreffed, though not 
with the greateft clearnefs, in the following paffage 
of T!be DoSlrine of the New Jerufalem Concerning the 
Lord^ p. 153- 

*^ This human nature from the mother was not 
•* tranfmuted into the divine effence, neither com- 
" mixed with it, as th« doftrine of faith, which is 
" called the Athanafian creed, teaches. For the 
*' human nature cannot be tranfmuted into the 
** divine effence, neither commixed therewith. 
^ Ncverthekfs, by our doftrine we maintain, that 
** the divinity affumed an humanity, i. c. united to 
^ itfelf juft as a foul is united to its body, fo that 
" they were not two but one perfon, from which 
^* circumftance it follows that he put off the hu- 
*' manity taken from the mother, which in itfelf 

** was 



New yerufalem Church. 33 

*' was like the humanity of another man, and con- 
" fequently material, and put on the humanity from 
" the Father, which in itfelf was like unto its di- 
" vinity, and confequently fubftantial, by virtue 
" whereof the humanity was alfo made divine.'* 

If we afk by what means this humanity became 
divine, Mr. Swedenborg anfwers that, it was by 
temptations. " It is as yet unknown," fays Mr. 
'^ Swedenborg, DoSlrine concerning the Lord^ p. 60, 
" that the Lord conquered death, or hell, by fpiri- 
*^ tual combats, which are temptations, and thereby 
*^ glorified his humanity at the fame time, and that 
^' the paflion of the crofs was the final combat or 
*^ temptation, by which he wholly conquered the 
*' one, and glorified the other.'' 

In confequence of the different degrees of this 
glorification of the humanity, which is fometimes 
explained (if that can be faid to explain which gives 
us no clearer ideas of a fubjeft) by a lefs or a more 
perfeft union between the divine and human nature 
of Chrift, you fuppofe that Jefus, in the courfe of 
his life, ias this glorification, or union was gradually 
advancing, adopted a different mode of fpeaking 
with refpeft to the Father, " In the ftate of humi- 
liation," fays Mr. Swedenborg, ibid. p. 155, " he 
prayed unto the Father as to one different from 
himfelf ; but in the ftate of glorification, he fpake 
" of the Father as one with himfelf. In this latter 
" ftate he faid that the Father was in him, and he 
" in the Father, and that the Father and he were 

D *f one ; 
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" one ; but in the ftate of humiliation he under- 
^^ went temptations, and fufFered the crofs, and 
" prayed to the Father not to forfake him. For 
" the divinity could not be tempted, much left 
" could it fufifer the crofs." 

On this I ihall take the liberty to remark that, 
of what kind foever was the union that was to be 
formed between the divine effence and the human 
body, and whatever purpofe it was intended to an- 
fwe;r, it is extraordinary that he who is omnipotent, 
and who made all things by a word fpeaking, 
ihould not have efFeded this union but in a courfe 
of time : and Mr. Swedenborg gives us no affift- 
ance whatever in forming any idea of the manner 
in which trials or temptations promoted this union, 
or why one degree of union (if there be fuch de- 
grees) mi^t not have anfwercd the purpofe as well 
as another. But, admitting all this, why different 
modes of fpeaking fhould be adopted by our Sa^ 
viour in the different ftages of this union, is parti- 
cularly incomprehenfible^ fince^ in all the cafes, 
bbth the pcrfon fpeaking, . and the perfon fpoken 
to muft have been tlie very fame, viz. the divine 
fMitd* 

It is a fundamental article of your faith, that 
Ghfift, or God, is but one perfon, one thinking in- 
telligent mind, and that there was no other prin- 
ciple of intelligence belonging to Jefusj and cer- 
tainly the mere body, glorified or not glorified, was 
incfl^pable of thinking, or didating any language at 

aU. 
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all. Confequently, in all the ftagcs of our Saviour's 
life, it muft have been his divinity alone that 
dilated every word that he uttered j and when he 
prayed, it muil have been to the lame divinity, that 
is, to himfelf ; and therefore there could not have 
been any occafion for his adopting different modes 
of fpeaking in the different periods of his life. Be- 
fides, it happens unfortunately for your hypothefis, 
that when Chrift fpake of the Father as being one 
wkh bimfelfy it was at a period prior to his laft fuf- 
ferings, by which you fay this union was com- 
pleted. Alfo, after his refurrcdbion, and confe- 
fequently all his fufierings, he ftill Ipake of his 
Father as being different from himfelf; faying to 
Mary, John xx. 17, I am not yet afcendedto my Fa^ 
tber i but go to my brethren^ and Jay to them, I 
afcend unto my Father and your Father^ and to «jy 
God and your God. 

One of your writers, however, fuppofcs that all 
the temptations of Chrift were not finifhed till after 
the forty days of his continuance on earth, between 
his refurreftion and afcenfion, and for a purpofe 
that is fomething curious. *^ The Lord," fays he, 
at his crucifixion, but more particularly at his 
burial and refurreftion, rejefted, or put off, the 
** whole of his maternal humanity, in fo much that 
" he was no longer the fon of Mary. In this fenfe, 
" and fo far as relates to the natural world in ge- 
neral, he was fully glorified, having put off all 
the heriditary impurities of matter, in which the 
" church on earth is involved. But he could not 
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yet afcend until he had alfo put off, and rejefted, 
the impurities of fpirits and angels. For the 
Lord was not only pleafed to bear in his own 
*^ perfon the iniquities and infirmities of men, but; 
" alfo of angels, and thereby he redeemed and de- 
*^ livered both. While he was in the aft of thus 
" purifying and redeeming angels, he underwent 
" fomething analogous to temptations ; their re- 
demption being efFefted like that of men, by an 
admiflion of their p-ojicium^ as it were, affaulting 
his humanity. But in his love and in his pity be 
redeemed them. This procefs took up forty days, 
becaufe the number forty correlponds to tempta- 
tions, and fignifies complete deliverance there- 
" from, and viftory over all eneniies. This is 
"the reafon why the Lord's afcenfion was pro- 
" trafted till forty days after his refurreftion, at 
" which time he afcended above all the heavens 
" into the fun of the fpiritual world, in the midft 
" whereof he eternally refides, as Jehovah God, 
*^ in glorious human form." New Magazine of 
Knowledge y vol. i. p. 277, 

What authority this writer had for this inge- 
nious fpeculation does not appear. But a much 
more obvious ufe of Jefus continuing on earth thefe 
forty days, and one that is plainly indicated in the 
fcriptures, was that time" might be given for a fuf- 
ficient number of fucceflive appearances to the dif- 
ciples, in order to give them the moft compleat 
fatisfaftion concerning the refurreftion of their 
mafter. 

One 
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One curious confequence of this fuppofed glo- 
rification of Chrift's humanity relates to its efFedts 
upon the body, concerning which Mr. Sweden- 
borg fays, Doilrine concerning the Lordy p. 161, 
" In as much as, the humanity of the Lord was 
" glorified, i. e. was made divine, therefore after his 
" death he rofe on the third day, with his whole 
** body, which never happens to any man. For 
*' man is raifed only as to the fpirit, and not as to 
^' the body." 

Now, according to the fcriptures, the refurrec- 
tion of Chrift is a pattern of our own refurreftion, 
and therefore he is called the firft fruits from the dead. 
What were the firft fruits under the law, but a fample 
of the general harveft ? Whatever, therefore, Chrift 
now is, we fhall be alfo, when with us, as with 
him. Corruption fhall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal fhall have put on immortality. 

I Ihall conclude this Letter with noticing fome 
other particulars concerning the trinity. 

« The Holy Spirit," Mr. Swedenborg well ob- 
ferves, ibid. p. 1 97, " is not a perfon feparate from 
" the Lord;" and that to goforthy ^indproceedy has 
no other meaning than to ^^ligbteny and teach, &c. 
But his illuftration of this from the nature of angels 
does not fatisfy me. " That there is a threefold 
nature or trinity in the Lord may be well illuf- 
trated," he fays, ibid, p. i ^6, " by a comparifon 
with an angel, who has a foul and body, and alfo 
a fpiritual fphere proceeding from thence, which 
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" is, as it were, another felf without him* Con- 
*^ ccrning this proceeding iphere, it has been given 
*^ me to know many extraordinary particulars.'* 
Of this, however, we, who have not fccn angels, 
can be no judges. 

The reafon why this new doftrine concerning 
Chrift and the trinity was not revealed to mankind 
in any earlier period of the world, is given by our 
author in the fame treatife, p. 247, and I fliall quote 
it at length. " The reafon why this dodrine con- 
" cerning the Lord was not before difcovered from 
" the word, is becaufe had it been before dif- 
*^ covered, and feen, ftill it would not have been 
^' received. For heretofore the final judgment was 
not accompliihed, and previous to that judgment 
the power of hf 11 prevailed over the power of 
** heaven, and man is in the midft between heaven 
" and helL Wherefore had this doftrine been un- 
** derftood before, the devil, that is, hell, would 
" have taken it out of his heart, and he would 
** moreover have prophaned it. This ftate of the 
power of hell was altogether deftroyed by the 
laft judgment, which is now accomjdilhed, fince 
*^ which time it is in every one's power who defires 
^* it to be enlightened and gifted with genuine 
** wifdom." Some evidence, however, Ihould be 
given of the power of hell being deftroyed fince the 
year 1757, when you fay the laft judgment took 
place. To all appearance no difference whatever 
then took place in the power of man to contend 
with vice or prejudice. 

I am, &c* 
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LETTER V. 

Oftbejecond Coming of CbriJ, and a future Judgment. 



MY FEtLOW CHRISTIANS, 

Another of the confpicuous doarlnes 
of your new church relates to the fecond coming 
of Chrift and a future judgment. This you fay, has 
already taken place in the fpiritual world, to which 
alone it belongs, and that it was accompli ihed In 
the year 1757^ which you therefore make ufc of as 
a new epoch from which to date all future events, 
as chriftians in general do from the fuppofed birth of 
Chrift. From this time you fuppofe your new 
church, denoted in the fcriptures by the kingdom of 
Cbrifty commences, that it is to fpread and fill the 
whole earth, to continue for ever, there being no 
termination of the prefent ftate of things, or any 
fiiturc judgment to look for. Such are your ideas. 
Let us now fee what the fcriptures fay on thefc 
fubjefts. 

When the difciples were viewing Jefus afcend- 
ing to heaven, the angels who ftood by faid to 
them, Afts» i. ii> Te men ofGalilee^ why look ye up 
to heaven, ^bis fame Jefus j, who is taken up from 
you into heaven yjhallfo come in like manner as ye han)e 
feen him go into heaven. What can be more evident 
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from this, than that as the afcent of Jefus was pcr- 
fonal and vifible, his return will be the feme, per- 
fonal and vifible, not figurative or emblematical 
only, meaning not bimfelfy but his doUrines. 

Our Saviour himfelf, fpeaking of his fecond 
coming, fays Matt. xxiv. 30, jind they Jhall Jee the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven^ with power 
and great glory. John xiv. 3, he fays unto his dif- 
ciples, I will come again and receive you to myfelf 
that where I am there ye may be alfo. The apoftle 
Paul gives the following more particular account 
of this great event, i Thefl*. iv. 13, &c. But I would 
not have you be ignorant^ brethren^ concerning them who 
are ajleepy that yeforrow not even as others who have 
no hope. For if we believe that Jefus died and rofe 
again, even fo alfo thofe who fleep in Jefus will God 
bring with him. For this we fay unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord fhall not prevent (or rather fhall have 
no advantage over) them who are afleep. For the Lord 
himfelf fhall defcendfrom heaven, with a fhout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of Gody 
and the dead in Chrift fhall rife firft. Then we who 
are alive and remain, fhall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, andfo 
fhall we ever be with the Lord. He alfo fays, i Cor. 
XV. 51, Behold I fhev) you a my fiery, we fhall not all 
fleep, hut we fhall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the lafl trump ; for the trumpet 
fhall founds and^the dead fhall be raifed incorruptible, 
and we pall be changed^ For this corruptible muji 
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put on incorruption^ and this mortal mufi put on im- 
mortality y 

Is this account all figurative ? If fo, what is 
literal; and if there be any truth in the reprefenta- 
tion, all who have died are now in a (late of death, 
and are to remain fo till the coming of Chrift, and 
this coming will be perfonal and vifible, in the 
clouds of heaven. At his appearance the dead will 
be railed firft, and then the living will be changed 
and made immortal, like their dcceafcd brethren. 
Every particular of this account is wholly incon- 
fiftent with your idea of nothing but 3. Jpiritual com- 
ing of Chrift, and of there being no refurreftion of 
the dead at all, but each perfon appearing in his 
new and fubftantial body immediately on his quit- 
ting this. 

Paul compares the refurreftion of the dead, 
I. Cor. XV. 36, to the revival of feed that has been 
put into the ground, and we read. Rev. xx. 13, of 
the fea giving up its dead. But according to you 
nothing that is ever committed to the ground, or 
to the fea, will appear again, or any thing elfe. in 
the place of it. All that the fcripture fays on this 
fubjeft evidently goes upon the idea that men are 
to continue fome time in a ftate of death, and that 
they are to be raifed to life at fome diftant period, 
and is by no means confiftent with your idea of life 
once given being never difcontinued, or fufpcnded, 
the mode of it only being changed. 

According 
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According to Mr. Swedenborg, the laft judg- 
ment took place in the fpiritual world only, and of 
courfe none could be judged bcfides thofe who had 
been dead. But according to the preceding ac- 
count of the laft judgment, confirmed by other ex* 
prefs declarations of fcripture, thofe who fhall be 
found alive at the coming of Chrift, and who will 
not die at all, are to be judged, as well as thofe 
who have been dead; and whatever fpiritual fenfe 
you put upon the fcriptures, it muft at leaft be 
confiftent with the literal fenfe of them. Indeed, 
if we are not to depend on the literal fenfe of fcrip- 
ture, we cannot depend upon the truth of hiftorical 
fafts recorded in them. For then Mofes may mean 
fomething elfe than a man, the paf&ge of the If- 
raelites through the red fea may be nothing but aa 
emblem of fomething in the mind, and the whole 
hiftory of Chrift, and the apofties may be a mere 
parable. 

Now, befides what the apoftle Paul fays of the 
living as well as the dead appearing before our Sa- 
viour, in the pafTage quoted above, he fays, a Tim. 
iv. I, / charge thee before God and the Lord Je/us^ 
who Jhall judge the quick and the deady at his aj^ 
fearing and his kingdom. Peter alfo fays, Afts lo. 
42, he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to 
tefifjy that it is he who is ordained of God to ie judge 
of the quick and the dead\ and again, i Pet. iv. 5, 
nsoho Jhall give an account unto him who is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. If this reprefentation, 
repeated fo exprefsly, be not true in the literal fenfe 
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fenfe of the words, I do not know what to expcft. 
If the living are not to be judged as well as the 
dead, and this at fome future period, when Chrift 
fhall come in the clouds of heaven, there may be 
no judgment, or future ftate at all 3 fince the whole 
refts on the fame authority. 

Your account of marriages in heaven, in what- 
ever fenfe it be underftood, is no lefs contrary to 
the plain fenfe of fcripturc. Our Saviour fays, 
Luke XX. 34, the children of this world marry, and 
are given in marriage ; but they whojhall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that worlds and the refurreifion of the 
dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage. What 
is the end of marriage, but the propagation of the 
fpecies : and fince you allow this to have no place- 
Jn the fpiritual world, for what purpofe is the dif- 
ference of fexes and what can you mean by conju- 
gal delights in that ftate. The human frame will, 
no doubt, be confiderably altered in a ftate the 
purpofes of which will be fo effentially different 
from thofe of the prefcnt j fo that the fame ftruc- 
ture cannot, in all its parts, be adapted to it; 
though concerning the particulars we can only 
form conjeftures. In this cafe, however, our Sa- 
viour's information is clear and cxprefs, fo that 
you fet up the authority of Emanuel Swedenborg 
againft that of Jefus Chrift. 

I am, &c. £>' 
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LETTER VI. 

Of Mr. Swedenhorg's Ideas concerning God, Diving 

Influxes, and jingels. 
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MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 

JVlUCH of the confufion that is apparent 
in Mr. Swedenborg's conceptions has arifen from 
his inattention to the firft principles of metaphyfics, 
particularly in not diftinguifhingyiz^^»r^ from pro- 
perty. All that we know of any thing is its pro- 
perties, fuch as hardnejs and colour in bodies, and 
underftanding and affeSion in mind. But thefe 
properties, we fay, belong to fomething that is riot 
property, but to which we give the name oifub- 
fiance, without, however, having any idea of its 
nature ; fo that, in faft, it is a mere convenience in 
difcourfe. But Mr. Swedenborg makes that to be 
fubftance which all other writers call property, 

r 

"God," fays he, Univerjal theology, p. 6i, "is 
*^ love itfelfi and wi/dom itfelf, and thefe conftitute 
*' his effence ; and this love and wifdom are one," 
He alfo fays, that " God is life itfelf." Now that 
God is a Being poffefTed of love, and wifdom, and 
life, is intelligible language ; but that he is love, 
and wifdom, and life, is not fo, except in a figura- 
tive 
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tive fenfe. Hence, however, muft have been de- 
rived his peculiar ideas of divine influx from God 
into the minds of men, refembling the influx of 
heat and light into natural bodies from the fun, 
which he fays bears the fame relation to the natu- 
ral world, that God does to the fpiritual. For 
fince love, wifdom^ and life are of the effenq^of 
God, all who receive them muft derive them tfom 
immediate communication with God, and from no 
other fource whatever. 

Mr. Swedenborg expreffes himfelf more unin- 
telligibly ftill on this fubjeft, when^ in his Tbeofopbic 
^reatifsy he fays, p. 5, *^The {piritual world did 
cxift, and does fubfift, proximately from its own 
fpiritual fun, and the natural world, in like man- 
" ner, from its own natural, . or material fun ; that 
the light from the fun of the fpiritual world is 
wi/domy and the beat love^ and that we receive 
thefe by emanation into our fouls." For the 
natural world, or the earth, docs not, in any proper 
fenfe, exift, or fubfift, from the material fun. They 
are two independent bodies, which mutually gravi- 
tate towards each other. 

The doftrine of divine influx is equally unphi- 
lofophical. Man is formed with various fenfes, by 
means of which he receives all his primary ideas ; 
and thefe ideas are the elements of all our know- 
ledge i thofe which Mr. Locke calls ideas of re^ 
flexion^ according to Dr. Hartley, whofe obferva- 
tions on this llibjcft are the latcft, and by far the 
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vndR!, accurate of any (thou^ this is not a place to 
enter upon the difcuflion) being nothing more than 
combinations of fimpk ideas, originally derived 
from impreffions made by ienfible objects. 

No perfons have immediate communications 
with God except prophets, to whom he has been 
j^afed to reveal his. will, in order diat they might 
make it known to others. And the great truths 
of religion, as taught by the prophets, by M oies, 
by Chrift, and by the . apoftles, are fufficient of 
tbemfelves, widiout any fuch fupernatural influx as 
Mr. Swedenborgdefcribes, to give us all the know- 
ledge that is necefTary to purify the heart, and re- 
gulate the life, which is the great end of all re- 
ligion. 

If iuch beings as men, i. e. beings capable of 
reflexion, and of a reafbnabie regard to their own 
happinefs, be only informed that there is a God 
who governs the world in .righteou&efs, that he 
takes an account of our condu6t here, and that, 
though we die, he will fome time hence raife us to 
life again, and reward or punifh us according as we 
fliall have deferved, we fhall have all the know- 
ledge that is neceflfary for the bufinefs of religion ; 
becaufe we fhall have fufEcient motives for the 
right government of our pafllons, and of our con- 
duit in life. And when ordinary means are fuffi- 
cient, it is not in- the ufual plan of providence to 
have recourfe to extraordinary ones. If men will 
not hear Moies and the prophets^ Chrift^ and the 

apoflles. 
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apoftlcs, neither will they regard the vifions of Mr. 
Swedenboi^, efpecially as we have no intimation 
given us in their writings, that any fuch prophet 
was to fucceed them. 

Mr. Swedenborg's notion of ^mgels rejidini in 
mefCs nffeSiions is of a natxire fimilar to his doftrinc 
of divine influx ; fince according to him, our paf- 
fions and aflfedions are very much influenced from 
this foreign fourcc. In his ^reatife concerning the 
laft Judpnenty p. la, he fays, ^^That angels and 
fpirits are with man, and in his afFeftionsy has 
been given me to fee a thoufand times, from their 
preience and abode in me. But angels and fpirits 
do not know what men dicy are with, any more 
than men know what angels and Spirits they co- 
*' habit with. For this the Lord alone knows, and 
regulates.'* He adds, p. 11, " They who are 
unacquainted with the myfteries of heaven, may 
iuppofe that angels liibfift without men, and men 
without angels. But I can pofitivdy aflcrt, from 
ail nAy experience relative to heaven, and from all 
my difcourfe with the angels, that no angel, or 
fpirit whatever, fubfifts independent of man, or 
any man independent of Ipirits and angels j but 
that they are mutually and reciprocally conjoined. 
Mankind and the angelic heaven form one, 
" and fubfift mutually and reciprocally from each 
" other ; and confequendy, if either were removed, 
'* the other would ceafc to exift.*' 

Now, 
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Now, according to Mr. Swedenborg himfelf^ 
angels are real beings, in the form of men, and have 
all of them been men, who when they die throw 
off the material body, and appear in what he calls 
thtir /uijiantialy or celeftial body. They muft, there- 
fore, as it (hould feem, occupy a portion of real 
fpace as they did before, and confequently cannot 
refide except in real place. But what fpace, or 
place, is there in the affeSlionSy which are only pro- 
perties of the mind ? What room is there for a 
good angel in the affeftiori of lovsy or for a bad one 
\n that of anger ? Angels zxtjubjiancesy corporeal 
or fpiritual, and according to any fyftem of meta- 
phyfics, it is abfurd to fpeak of any fubftancc fub- 
fifting in a mere property. You may as well look j 

for angels in the colour of a man's fkin, or in the 
found of his voice, as in his affeftions* > 

Befides, if angels be neceflary to the afFeftions 
of men, muft not fome beings of a fimilar nature 
be neceflary to the afFeftions of angels ? Alfo, what 
was there to refide in the afieftions of the firft men, 
who on their deaths only became the firft angels ? 

It is another confequence of Mr. Swedcnborg's 
fuppofing that the Divine Being confifts of mere 
properties, that he bears no relation to fpace, or 
time, which, indeed, has been the idea of other 
metaphyficians of great refinement. *' God," fays 
he, Univerjal "Theology y p. 40, " is ia.lpace without 
Ipace, and in time without times" fuppofing fpace 
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and time to hare commenced at the creation. 
But though we can, in imagination, fuppofe the Di- 
vine Being him&lf not to have exifted, it is impof- 
fible for us to exclude die ideas cijpacey or duratum. 
Infinite ipace, and infinite duration, muft ever have 
exifted, and if God be omniprefent, as Mr. Sweden- 
hor% allows, and likewife felf-exiftent, he muft ne- 
ceflariif bear fome idation to fpace, and alfo to 
duration, or time. 

Again, though the mere properties of wifdom 
and hfvt constitute the effence of God, Mr. Sweden- 
borg affigns him two odier principles, different, as 
they fhould feem, from properties; viz. the effe 
znd the ejencey the former, as his tranflator and 
expofitor la3rs {Umverfd theology ^ note, p. 27) being 
his inmoft ground, «nd moft hidden principle of 
being ; whereas the ^ence is the particular quality, 
or determination* originating in the ejfei and 
exiftence is the external manifeftation, or opera- 
*^ tion, of both.*' Of this I own I am incapable 
of forming any ideas at all. 

But what is the greateft puzzle of all is, that, 
though the Divine Being confifts of nothing but the 
properties of wifdomy low, and /^, he has a fornty 
and this form is that of man. *' Both fubftance, 
" and form," fays Mr. Swedcnborg {Univerfd Tbeo^ 
logy) p. 29 " may be predicated of God; with 
*' this diftindion, that he is a fubftance and form 
** felf-exiftent, fole-exiftent, and primary ; and this 
*' form is truly and virtually human, that is, God 
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is true and very man, in whom all things are in- 
finite." Accordingly it appears from the writings 
of Mr. Swedenborg, that he confidered God as 
having exifted in a human form even before his in- 
carnation. 

But this opinion, befidcs being highly degrad- 
ing to the Divine Being, has no countenance from 
the fcriptures, or from reafon. When a voice was 
heard from mount Sinai, Mofes repeatedly ob- 
ferved to the people, that they faw no form what- 
ever I apprehenfive, no doubt, that their entertain- 
ing an idea of God having any particular form 
might be attended with inconvenient confequences. 
According to the uniform language of fcripture, 
God is equally, and every where prefent ; and if 
fo, what form can he poffibly have ? It can be 
nothing but that of infinite fpace. 

To give to God the form of man, is to aflign 
him all the funftions of man, and a oiode of life 
fimilar to that of man, . The form of any particu- 
lar animal, beaft, fowl, or fifli, is adapted to its own 
occafions, and to nothing elfe. If the form be 
changed, as from a caterpillar to a butterfly, the 
whole mode of life is changed in proportion. In 
fed, therefore, to give to the Divine Being the 
form of a man, is to make him a man, and nothing 
more. In like manner, jttiould the form of a horfe 
be given/ to a man, it would be nothing leis than 
changing the man into a horie. 

Farther, 
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Farther, fince every thing that has form is Jub- 
Jiancey what became of that which belonged to God 
prior to the incarnation ? Was the whole of the 
fjpiritual fubftance inveloped in a human body; 
and if he had arms and legs, &c. in his original 
ftate, did he make ufe of them in removing from 
one place to another 5 and if not, of what ufe were 
they ? Alfo, was the divine form male or female ? 
Since the two fexes correfpond to each other, he 
ought to be both, or neither. Indeed, Gentlemen, 
it is impoflible to confider your opinions on ferious 
fubjefts with perfcft fqrioufnefs. 

Laftly, I do not perceive the confiftcncy of your 
own ideas with refpeft to God. You fay, he con- 
fifts of nothing but the properties of wifdom^ love^ 
and Ufe. But what relation have any of thefe to 
form? It refcmbles Addifon's apparition, which 
was in the ihape of the found of a drum. 

Hoping that amufemcnt will not be wholly in- 
confident with inftru£tion, 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER Vn. 

Ofibe Spiritual fForld^ and of the Interfritation of 

$be Serif tures. 



MY PfiLLOW CHRISTIAN^ * 

IVIr. Swedenboi^'s account oF his coiv* 
verfations in the world of fpirits, which is the grand 
jfource ci ail his revelations, appears to me verir 
much to rcfemble that of dreams, or rererics, to 
which ibme perfbns awake are fubjed. His idea^ 
of there being no Jpace in the ffMritual world, but 
Only the ^pearance of it, was Aiggefted to him by 
what was reprefented to his mind in thofe vifioits* 
For, continuing in the fame place, he fancied him- 
felf to be tranfported to a great diftance, and 
after converfmg with the inhabitants of one world, 
he fometimes inftantl/ found himfelf in another. 
All this pafling in his own mind, he naturally con- 
cluded, that the objedts which fcemed to occupy 
real fpace, in what he calls the Spiritual PForU, fuch 
as mountains, and vallies. Teas, and rivers, &c, had 
no real bulk, but only the appearance of it. In 
this ideal fpace, however, Mr. Swedenborg places 
the Divine Being in a human form, all human be- 
ings that have ever lived, or that ever will live on 
the earth (in which, according to him, men will 

continue 
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continue to be produced for ever) and likcwifc all 
the men produced in millions of other worlds, 
which are continually pouring into it, and will 
never be able to fill it $ all exifting, as he fays, in 
their fubftantial bodies, and forms. 

That there is no real fpace in the fpiritual 
world, Mr. Swedenborg fays, " was made plain to 
*^ me from this confideration, that there I could 
^' fee Africans and Indians very neat «ie, although 
** they are fo many miles diftant here on earth i nay 
" that I could be made prefent with the inhabitants 
of other planets in our fyftem, and alfo with the 
inhabitants of planets that are in other worlds, 
and revolve about other funs. By virtue of fuch 
prefence (i. e. without real fpace) not of placcj 
*• I 'have converfed with apoftles, departed popes, 
** emperors, and kings j with the late reforniers of 
^' the church, Luther, Calvin^ and Melancthon, and 
*' with others from diftant countries." Univerfal 
Theakgyy vol. i. p. 87. This has certainly very 
much the appearance of dreams, and they muft 
have been very pleafant ones. 

Having conceived this idea, of thtre being no 
real fpace in the fpiritual world, he farther con- 
cluded, as appears in his Treatife concerning the 
Earths in the Univerfe, that thougJi much time was 
fometimes fpent in his paffage from one of thcfc 
earths to another, efpecially when they were fitu- 
ated beyond the bounds of the folar fyftem, this 
time was employed, not in any aftual removal 
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from place to place, but in producing a change in 
the ftate of his mind, neceflary to his having in- 
tercourfe with beings whofe ftates were different 
from his. "A fpirit," he fays, p. 175, " is 
condufted from place to place no otherwife 
than by changes of the ftates of his interiors; 
which changes appear to him, in all relpefts, 
like advancements from place to place, or like 
journeyings." Speaking there of his vifiting a 
fourth earth in the ftarry heavens, he, fays, " thefe 
" changes continued without interruption for about 
*' ten hours, before I came from the ftate of my 
** own life to the ftate of life peculiar to the fpirits 
*' of that earth ; confequenty before I arrived there 
'^ as to my fpirit." 

, This fpiritual world of Mr. Swedenborg bears 
fome refemblance to the ideal world of Plato. 
Both, however, are equally the work of imagina- 
tion ; and it is remarkable that, as in dreams, Mr. 
Swedenborg had no real new ideas communicated 
to him in the different worlds that he vifited, but 
only fuch combinations of old ideas as commonly 
occur in dreams. Wherever he went, he found 
beings in the form of men, and the fame animals 
that we have here, hills and vallies, feas and ri- 
vers, as with us j and though he vifited not only 
the moon, and the planets of our fyftem, but alfo 
various planets belonging to other funs, he fays 
nothing of that which has lately been difcovered 
by Dr. Herfchell. Had that planet, which, being 
the remotcft that we are yet acquainted with in 

our 
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fyftem, is fufEciently entitled to diftinflion, no 
cxiftence at that time ? This does not look like 
inipiration. 

> 

There is fomething ftriking in Mr. Swedcn- 
borg's notion of the univerfal heaven refembling 
one man, therefore called by him the grand man, 
and that all things appertaining to man, both 
,his exteriors and interiors, correlpond to that man, 
or heaven.' But there is no more foundation for 
iu than fot- his account of the fpintual world in 
general. To conftitute this grand man, he fays, 
p. 9, " there is need of fpirits from feveral earths, 
*' thofe who come from our earth into heaven not 
*' being fufficient for this purpofe. 

In this grand man he finds the inhabitants of 
^1 the different worlds that he vifited j and to fome 
of them he afligns one flation and to Others ano- 
ther. The fpirits in mercury, he fays, have rela- 
tion to the memory, but to the memory of things ab^ 
ftraSted from terrefirial and merely material oljeSIs* 
Thofe in Mars have relation to thought grounded in 
affeSIion, p. 10 1, thofe in Saturn, p. 121, to the 
middle fenje between the Jpiritual and the material 
man ; and thofe in Venus, p. 1 26, to the memory of 
things material agreeing with the memory of things 
immaterial. The fpirits of one of his earths re- 
late to the fpleen, and thofe o( othefrs to different . 
parts of the body. But what makes this fubjed: 
more curious, is that in this way he finds reaibns, 

P- ^22i why the Lord was willing to be born 
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on our carth> and not on another. Ic was that 
the word might be written on our earthy and b^ 
this means be publilhed and preferved to all pofte- 
rity, in confequence of the art of writing having 
cxiftcd here from the moft ancient time. *' In 
every, other earth/' he fays, p. 136, " divine 
truth is manifefted by word of mouth, and not 
conveyed far beyond the limits of &milies; fo 
^^ that unkfs a new revelation conftantly fucceeds, 
*' truth is cither perverted, or perifhes." To 
thefe reafbns he adds, that the inhabitants and fpi- 
rits of our earth, in the grand man, have a relation 
to natttral and external fen/e. He adds other rea- 
fons, concluding with faying, p. 139, ^* but this is 
^^ an Arcanum which will be intelligible only to 
*^ very few;" and in this fmall number I do not 
find myfelf included. 

There is certmnly no fmall confufion in the ideas 
of Mr. Swedenborg when he makes tbe heavens 
in the fpiritual world fynonymous to angels, and 
the bells to devils; as if thefe real beings, and the 
place which they occupy were the fame thing. 
But it is fimilar to his making angels refide in 
men's aflfeftions, as if they were neceflary parts of 
them, i. e. mere properties, and no fubfbuice at 
all; which he likewife aflerts concerning God. 

But in cafbs in which either reafon or the plain 
fenfe of fcripture &ils you, you find abundant re- 
(burces in fecondary and fpiritual fenfes of the fa« 
crcd writings. The facred writers, however, are 

far 






New Jerufalem Church. 57 

&r from ikying that they had. any other meaning 
than that which appears on the face of their writ-^ 
ingS) and which is to be found in die cuftomary 
fenfe of their words; and if other fenfes be once 
admitted, there is no end of diverlity of opinion. 
Different perfons interpret even the literal fenfe 
differendy. What, then, will be the cafe if, be- 
fides this literal fenfe, there be another concealed 
one, with refpeft to which every perfon will, of 
courfe, think himfelf at liberty to form his own 
conje£hires ? 

There is nothing that a man may not fancy 
that he finds in the iacred writings, or any others, 
when he is not confined by die plain and ufual ac- 
ceptation of the words before him, but gives fuch 
a loofe to his imagination as your great prophet 
does. He finds Chrift in every paflage of the 
fcriptures, even thofe in which before him they 
who made the moft of the doftrine of types, never 
fufpefted any fiich reference. 

*^ As the word," fays Mr, Swedenborg, Boc^ 
trine cencenmg the Lord, p. 12, ^* is the divine 
*' truth, it is alfo the divine proceeding; and this 
*' is not only from the Lord, but it is alfo the 
" Lord lumfelf. As the word is thus the Lord 
^^ himfelf, all the word in general, and each pare 
** in particular, is written concerning him .alone* 
** For from the prophet Ifaiah unto Malachi, diere 
^^ is not a fingle thing that does not relate to the 
^* Lord, or that, being in the oppofite fenfe, is not 
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*^ conrary to the Lord. That this is the cafe has 
*^ heretofore been feen by no perfon, but neverthe- 
*' lefs every one has a capacity to fee this, provided 
*^ that he knows it, and thinks thereof while he is 
** reading, and farther knows that there is not only 
^^ a natural fenfe of the word, but alfo a ^iritual 
^' fenfe contained in it, and, that in that fenfe, by 
^' the names of perfons and of places is fignified 
•* fomething of, or belonging to, the Lord, and 
*' confequendy fomething from him relating to 
*^ heaven, and the church, or fomething oppofite 
" thereto." He even fays, ibid. p. 74, that " in 
" the hiftorical parts the feme things are repre- 
*' fented by the wars of the children of Ifrael, with 
** various nations. For whatever is written either 
" in the prophetical or hiftorical parts of the 
" word, hath refpedt unto the Lord, and hence 
" the word is divine." 

Now, not to remark on the manifeft abfurdity 
of making a real perfon, whether God or man, to 
be the fame thing with a writing concerning him; 
I would aflc, how are we to know when our minds 
are in a ftate favourable to the perception of this 
fpiritual fenfe of fcripture, which Mr. Swedncborg 
defcribes ? . You will fay that yours are in that 
ftate, and that mine is not. But you muft allow 
me to afk, what evidence do you give of this being 
the cafe, when, as you muft acknowledge, there is 
no vifible token of it. Your perfuafion muft, 
therefore, remain with yourfelves, it being incapa- 
ble of being communicated to me. For though I 

have 
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have probably given ai^ much attention to the 
fcriptures as you have done, the conftniftion diat 
Mr. Swcdenborg puts upon them appears to me 
extremely unnatural; and, diverting myfelf as 
much as I am able of all prejudice, I cannot 
help thinking that, if there be any ufe in lan- 
guage to exprefs men's meaning, he has ftrangely 
mifreprefented them. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER VIII. 
*The Conclufion. 



MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 

JL M U S T now, and I can do no more, 
appeal to your reafon, whether the religion which 
you have adopted on the authority of one man, be 
cither rational or fcriptural. You well know that 
a faith not founded on evidence (of which our 
own reafon is the only judge) is nothing but dclu- 
fion, whatever be the fource of it, whether men 
impofe upon themfelves, or be impofed upon by 
others. When we receive truths on the authority 
of revelation, we muft firft judge by our own 
reafon whether the revelation be real or pre- 
tended, unlefs it be revealed to us in particular, 

that 
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diat another perfon has had a revelation 1 and this 
you Will hardly pretend to be your cafe with 
itfpe££ to Mr. Swedenborg. 

It is not eafy to account for the conduA of 

any particular man, and therefore I am not obliged 

to prove that Mr. S wedenborg was either an en- 
thuliaft, or an iihpoflor. I know too litde of 

him. But judging by appearances^ from his writ- 
ings, I cannot help faying that his accounts of 
what he faw and heard in the fpiritual world are 
fo copious and particular, that it is barely poflible 
that the whole fhould have paffed (b diftinftly in 
his imagination, either in dreams or reveries; and 
that they read very much like inventions, and 
fiftions. At Icaft, though fomething may have 
paflcd in his imagination, it muit have been helped a 

out, and improved, at his leifure afterwards; and it 
is no uncommon thing to find this mixture of 
enthuiiafm and impoilure. 

But I would not be underftood to accufe him. 
^0 bis own mafter be ftandetb or falletbi and let « 

him have been ever fo l\pne(l and good a man, fo 
that he (hould have really thought himfelf divinely 
commiffioned to write every thing that he has 
done, there is fufficient evidence that it was not the 

^it rf trutb that dictated his writings. Should 

any Being, in the complete form of an angel, tell 
me that God had the form of a. man, diat this 
God was Jelus Chrift, that he was not to return to 
this world to r^fe the dead and judge all mankind, 

that 
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that there are marriages in heaven, &c. &c. &c. I 
Ihould tell him that he was a lying Jpirity and that 
what he told me could not be true, fmce both 

9 * 

reafon and the fcriptures, much better authorities 
than an angel^ told me the contrary. 

Be perluaded then to re-examine thefe things, 
and believe no man in contradiction to your own 
reafon, and the clear fenfe of fcripture; and then I 
think that the following plain fcheme of religion 
will approve itfelf to your minds. There is one God, 
of whofe ejfence we know nothing at all. He is in- 
vifible, and not the objedt of any of our fenfes, but 
he is the maker and conftant preferver of all things. 
This great Being has at different times commiifioned 
various men, and efpecidly Jefus Chrift, to com- 
municate his will to mankind, and he always, fanc- 
tioned their mifiions by the power of working mi- 
racles, or doing fuch things as no man could have 
done if God had not been with him. By this means 
we have been informed concerning our duty here, 
and our expedations hereafter, and efpedally that 
Chrift, who rofe from the dead, and is afcended into 
heaven, will return with power and great glory, 
when all the dead will be raifed, and all the living 
fo changed, as to be like them, incorruptible and 
immoi^tal ; and when they will all receive atcord- 
ing to their works. 

This religion is equally fimple, rational, and 
cfFeftual, with refpedt to all the real ufes of reli- 
gion, which is to teach men virtue, and to train 

them 
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them up for a ftate of future ^ory and happi* 
nefs. 

• r 

This fyftcm is cafily comprehoiKled a^nd ex- 
plained. There is nothing intric^e ^r n^ftpriow in 
it^ and it requires no implicit faith in any man. Let 
all die fads be examined by the conHnon well known 
rules of eftimating the v^ue q£ human teftiociony^ 
and you will find the hiftory of Mofes and the pro- 
phet$» of Chrift and the ap(^le$» «s wctt authenti- 
cated as any other hiftonefi in the world i indeed 
much better. We believe no rnan'« mere a0ertk>n^ 
however well meaning or honeft, but confider whe- 
ther what he advances be rational in itfel^ and fqp- 
ported by proper evidence. As yOii are nmf^ians^ 
I tnifl: you will continue lb % and if you only witb-^ 
draw your implicit faith in a noan who f^ve no 
prorf of his infpiration^ and whoft peculiar opinions 
are wholly unfupported by reaibn or the plain fenfe 
of fcripture^ you will be what other upitarian^ are, 

I can eafily conceive in what manner Mr, 
Swedenborg was led to form his peculiar idea 
concerning the perfon of Chrift^ ftrange as it ap- 
pears to me and others. He. had been brought up 
in the firm belief of the divinity of Chrift i and> 
with this ftrong prejudice on his mind^ he could 
fee nothing in our Saviour that he did not think to 
be divine. But being ftruck with the abfurdity of 
die^ common dofb-ine of the trinity^ and having 
of courfe a dread of polytbeffin, . he faw no alter-^ 
native> but that of maintaining the /^le divinify rf 

Jefus 
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Jefus Cbrift ; and his wonderful ingenuity, and pe- 
culiar metaphyfics, enabled him to fupport his opi- 
nion in the manner that he has done. 

Let me entreat you, however, to re-confider his 
peculiar kind of unitarianifm, and fee whether it 
have any peculiar aid vantage. It does not Amplify 
the idea of God more than our opinion. For we 
equally believe God to be one Beingy and one per/oH. 
You have no nearer accefs to this one God, in 
confequencc of his being in the form of a man, 
and of his having been incarnate. For we believe 
that God, who is invifible and omniprefent, fees 
and hears us wherever we are, and that his power 
extends to aU perfons. and all things. The union 
of a human body to his divine nature (fuppofing 
a thing fo manifeftly unnatural not to be impofli- 
ble) could-only tend to impede, and by no means 
to facilitate, his operations, of whatever kind they 
be. You yourfclves fuppofe that when our pre- 
fent material body fhall be thrown off, the fub- 
ftantial, or fpirituil, man within us .will be difen- 
cumbered, and aft to more advantage than before. 
And can the infinite mind be a gainer by that 
very circumftance which neceffarily fetters, and 
degrades, a finite one? 

You make the belief of the fole divinity of 
Chrift to be neceffary to falvation. But this is an 
arbitrary pofition, calculated, like the fimilar decla- 
ration of the catholics, to frighten people into 

your 
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your fyftem. For unkfs fuch a £uth has a greater 
tendency to purify the hearty and amend the life^ 
it cannot really make a man more// for heaven* 
Your fyftem has no fuperior efficacy of this kind 5 
and ours, as I have fliewn^ does every thing that 
can be done for man in this itiptGt. 

In charity^ at leaftj we have a manifeft ad- 
vantage over you. For, lany^ and imperfeft as ] 
many fyftems of chriftianity are, we admit that 
whife they teach the do6trine of a future fiate, and ^ 
diat man's future luq^ineis or mifery does in any 
way depend upon, or correfpond to, tljieir moral 
cooduft here, they have fo much good in them, 
as .may counterafi: all the evil; and we believe 
chat if the tender of the mind be in the main 
n^i no error in judgnrient will exclude any man il 
from heaven. There I hope to meet Mr. Swe- 
denborg and you his followers; and when you fee 
what you will then be immediately witnefles td^ 
all the notions you cherilh fo fondly at prefent 
will vanifii like a dream, and have no fatal confe- 
i^uences. But, in the mean time, it is certainly \ 
becter to have a lenfible and a rational &ith, a faith ^ ^ 
that you can comprehend, and give a reafon for, 
than a faith of which you can neither give a clear 
account of what it is, or on what it is foupded i 
4uid in all cafes trutb is preferable to error. 

Though I do not pretend to any fupematural 
influx from the fun of your fpiritual world, I am 

con- 
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confcious that I write thefe letters from the fpirU 
of*love, and I hope you will perceive that they 

likewife proceed from a found mind-, and with my 

fincere prayers to the true fountain of lighty the 

giver of every good and every ferfeSl gifi, that we 

may all lead^ and be led^ into the real truth. 

I am^ 

y Your friend and fellow chriftian, 

^ J. PRIESTLEY. 

London^ Off. i, 1791. . 
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As my readers will be able to form but an 
imperfect idea of Mr. Swedenborg's writings from 
the quotations I have had occafion to make from 
them in thefe Letters^ I (hall, for their greater 
fatisfaftion, fubjoin fome larger extrafts. The 
following are copied from the Univerfal theology y as 
recited at the General Conference of the members of 
the New Church held in Great Eaji Cheap, London, 
from the i^th to the lyth of April, 1789. See the 
Minutes of that Conference, p. 7, &c. 

" I (hall relate the following particulars, which I know 
" to be true, becaufe I have been an eye-witnefs of them, 
" and therefore can teftify the truth of them.... J was 
" once raifed up as to my fpirit into the Angelic Heaven, 
" and introduced to a particular fociety therein; and im- 
*' mediately fome of the wife ones of the fociety came to 
" me and faid. What new5 from earth ? — ^I replied, 
** This is new, that the Lord hath revealed Arcana, which 
*' in point of real excellence exceed all the Arcana here- 
" tofore revealed fince the beginning of the Church. — 
V They afked. What Arcana ? I anfwered. The foUow- 
" ing." Here follows the fcvcral articles of his difco- 
verics. 
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" The aiigds, on hearing an account of all thefe new 
** difcovcries made to mankind, were much rejoiced ; but 
*' they faw that I was forrowful and dejedcd, and they 
** afked, What is the caufe of thy forrowf I replied, Bd- 
" caufe thefe Arcana at this day revealed by the Lord, 
** notwithftanding their fuperiority in excellence and dig- 
** nity above all the knowledges that have been hereto- 
" fore published to the world, are yet reputed on earth as 
** things of no value. The angels wondered at this, and 

I " requefted the Lord's pcrmifGon to look down into the 

" world ; and they looked down, and lo, mere darknefs 
" was therein : and it was fuggefted to them to write thofe 

i ^ Arcana on a paper, and let the paper down on earth, 

*' and then they would fee a prodigy ; and they did fo, 
" and lo ! the paper, on which the Arcana were written, 
** was let down from heaven, and in its progrefs, whilft it 
*^ was yet in the fpiritual world, it fhone bright like a ftar, 
" but when it came into the natural world, the light dif- 
" appeared, and as it fell on the ground, it was.totally 

k *' darkened ; and when it was let down by the angels 

" among fome aflemblies conflfting of learned clergy and 
*' laity, many of them were heard to mutter words to this 
*' efFeft, What have we got here ? Is it any thing or no- 
" thing ? What matters it whether we know thofe things 
" or do not know them ? Surely they ire the offspring of 
^' imagination and a difordered brain : And it appeared as 

r " if fome took the paper and folded it into different fliapes, 

" and £hen again unfolded it with their fingers; and alfo 
" as if fome tore it in pieces, and were dcfirous to tread 
" it under their feet; but they were prevented by the 
*^ Lord from proceeding to fuch enormity, and the angels 
<« were charged to take up the paper back again, and fe- 
"cure it; and becaufe thefe things affedled the angels 
« with forrow, they began to think with themfelvcs how 
" long the darknefs on earth would continue, it was told 
** them, For a time, and timbs> and half a time/* 
Rev. xii« 14. 
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"I am aware that many, who read the memorable 
" relations amiexed to each chapter of this work, will 
" conceive that they are the fiftions of imagination; but 
" I protcft in truth that they are not fidions, but were 
*^ really feen and heard j not feen and heard in any ftate 
** of the mind in fleep, but in a ftate when I was broad 
" awake; for it hath pleafed the Lord to manifeft himfelf 
" to me, and to fend me to teach the things relating 
^ to his New Church, which is meant by the New 
" Jerufalem in the Revelation ; for which purpofe he 
" hath opened the interiors of my mind, or fpirit, by 
** virtue of which privilege it was granted me to have 
" commerce with angels in the fpiritual world, and at 
** the fame time with men in the natural world, and that 
" now for twenty-feven years. Who in the Chriflian 
" world would have known any thing concerning heaven 
^^ and hell, unlefs it had pleafed the Lord to open fpi- 
^ ritual vifion in fome perfon or other, and to fhew and 
<< teach what relates to the fpiritual world ? 

I fhall clofe thefe extrafts with fome from Mr. 
Swedenborg's ^reatije concerning the laft Judgment, 
p. 127. 

« That the Babylon here treated of" (viz. in the Reve- 
lation) ** is dcftroyed, no other man can know than he 
** who faw it, and to me it was given to fee in what 
^^ manner the laft judgment was executed and accom- 
"pliftied on all, particularly on thofe who were fromv 
" Babylon ; wherefore I fliaJl give a defcription thereof. 
" This was granted me principally for this reafon, that 
^ it might be known to the world, that all things predifted 
*^ in the Revelation are divinely infpired, and that it is 
** a prophetic book of the word. For unlefs this were 
^* revealed to the world, and at the fame time the in- 
*^temal fenfe difcovered, which is contained in every 
^^expreflion thereb, in like manner as in every pro- 

** phetic 
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« phetic book of the Old Tcflament, that book might 
" be rejefted, &c. To prevent therefore this from being 
*^ the cafe, it has pleafed the Lord to make me an eye- 
"witnefsj" &c. 

He then defcribes the manner in which the laft 
judgment took place in all the four quarters of . 
the Babylonic nation, beginning with the Southern, 
to which I fhall confine this Extra6t. 

" After vifitation, deftniftion took place ; for vifitation 
*^ always precedes deftrudHon. Vifitation is an examina- 
"tion as to their quality, and alfo a feparation of the 
" good from the bad, when the former are taken away, 
*' and the latter left behind. This was followed by great 
*' earthquakes, from which, perceiving the laft judgment 
" to be at hand, a fudden trembling feized them all. 
** Then they who dwelled in the Southern quarter, par- 
" ticularly in that great city of which mention is made 
'' above, were feen to run up and down ; fome endea* 
« vouring to efcape by flight, fome hiding themfelves in 
^ caves, fome in the cells and vaults where their treafures 
<« were depofited, and fome carrying away thence what- 
" ever they could lay their hands upon." 

*' But after the earthquakes there burft forth an ebul- 
^* lition from below, which overturned every thing in the 
" city, and in the parts adjacent. After the ebullition 
" there came a ftrong wind from the Eaft, which laid 
^^ bare, (hook, and overthrew every thing from the very 
'* foundation. Thei> all who were in that quarter were 
" brought forth from every part and hiding place, and 

" caft into a fea of black water, to the amount of feveral 
** myriads." 

" Afterwards, there arofe a fmoke from the whole 
^^ region, as from a great fire, and at laft a thick dufl^ 

« which 
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« which was conveyed by the eaftem wind to the fea, 
** and covered it all over. For their treafures were turned 
^ into dufl, together with all thofe things which they had 
** called holy, becaufe in their poiTeffion. The reafon 
^ why that duft covered the fea was, becaufe fuch duft 
** fignifies damnation. At length there was fecn as it 
•*were fomcthing black flying over the whole trad, 
^ which had the appearance of a dragon, a fign that the 
^ whole of that great city, and the whole of that trad 
^ was made a defert. The reafon of fuch appearance 
*^ was, becaufe by dragons are (ignified the falfes of that 
^ religion, and by the place of their abode is fignified a 
« defert after its overthrow, as in Jen ix. &c. Some 
^ were alfo feen to have as it were a millftone round 
•* their left arm, which was reprefentative of their having 
^ confirmed their abominable tenets from the word. For 
^ fuch is the fignification of a millftone. Hence it ap- 
^ peared what is iignified in the Revelation by thefe 
^ words, j/n angel took up a ftone like a great millftone^ 
^ and cajl it into thefeay &c." 

" But they who were of the aflembly held in the fame 
** quarter, but nearer the Eaft^ wherein they confulted 
^ about the means of enlarging their dominion, and of 
^ keeping the people in ignoranai, and thence in blind 
** obedience, were not caft into that black fea, but into a 
** gulph which opened itfelf to a wide extent around 
<* them, and a great depth under them." 

« In this manner was the laft judgment accompliflied 
« on the Babylonians in the Southern quarter." 
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